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NJHA CREED 

 

 

 

 

We are growing, living parts of this earth. 

 

We are conscious of our desire to cultivate our 

Horticultu ral abilities and find comfort in  

Sharing this knowledge. 

 

As we make our way together, each on a separate path, yet all in the 

same direction, 

 

We are encouraged by the opportunities NJHA offers and are 

strengthened by our common dedication to the organization. 
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MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR GRANT B. SNYDER 

 
In 1935 a vegetable judging contest was organized and scheduled as a youth activity during 

the annual meeting of the Vegetable Growers Association of America to be held in 

Hartford Conn.  Some 74 young people from three states (Mass., Conn., & New York) 

participated.  This then was the start of the first National Junior Vegetable Growers 

Association and now the National Junior Horticulture Association which includes all the 

phases of Horticulture with more than a dozen projects with a national participation of 

many thousands of young people.  It has now been recognized as an organized national 

youth organization serving young people with a wide variety of opportunities in the broad 

field of horticulture.  I am very grateful to have served as chairman of both the Association 

and the Foundation from 1935 to 1971 and to have had a part in helping to direct the ever 

expanding activities these organizations sponsor. 
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FIFTY YEARS ï THE NATIONAL JUNIOR HORTI CULTUR AL  

ASSOCIATION  
 

  

Lookout, here it iséa year of celebration!  A Golden Year! 

 
 This year NJHA is celebrating a most important milestoneðits 50

th
 anniversary 

Convention and Year.  It is the accumulation of many mile-markers in itsô rich and varied 

past, many developments and changes. 

 NJHA began as NJVGA (the National Junior Vegetable Growers Association) in 

1935 with some 74 young people from Massachusetts, New York, and Connecticut.  Today 

the active membership and alumni number over 250,000 with representation nationwide 

and has expanded to include projects overseas. 

 The steady growth and achievements in NJHA have been due to sound educational 

programs and projects covering many phases of the production, marketing and use of 

horticultural crops as well as the technical research, study, and development of the 

different phases in Horticulture.  In addition to projects and competitions during the 

annual conventions, the members and participants are exposed to teaching of the principles 

of leadership and citizenship, and they return home with such enthusiasmðthat it sparks 

the interest of others.  These young people have gone on to be leaders in the community and 

business world, taking on major positions in government, education, research, and industry 

in horticulture or allied fields.  

 Much dedication and support from the leaders, parents, alumni, donors, and 

sponsors have gone into building this fantastic and expanding organization that you see 

before you today.  These men and women, many who are already maintaining a very full 

schedule, have somehow found time to coach and sponsor the youth and have given 

unselfishly of their time and energy in working for NJHAôS continued success and growth.  

NJHA salutes them with thanks.  Look around youéIt is an organization you can be proud 

of!  This is only the First 50 years! 
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THE NJHA  OPPORTUNITY  

 

ñNJHA offers the opportunity to become a part of one of the finest youth 

organizations developed, where the members are the most important asset.  The 

organization grows as its members grow developing as its youth leaders developðmatures 

as the challenges are confidently accepted by the future educators, leaders, professional 

and business people of the HorticultureðAgriculture field.  NJHA reaches the needs and 

interests of its young people as its youth aspire; and it is sponsored and promoted by those 

who are interested in youth as the source of leadership initiative and ability to make 

tomorrow greater than today. 

 The annual convention provides:  the opportunity to make friends, lasting 

friendships that can be found around the country. 

 The opportunity to meet other young people of varied backgrounds, and states who 

are involved in horticulture and are united by a golden talent, the desire to achieve and to 

teach others to also aspire. 

 The opportunity to accept responsibility and to see that a commitment is carried out 

to the best of their ability, whether it is a project or just the decision to learn from 

experience.  Each project and activity stresses the reasons and techniques for the practice 

or method used rather than the simple mechanics of the operation. 

 The opportunity to represent as a delegate, officers, youth leader, or committee 

member and in doing so learn that good leadership is never a personal accomplishment 

alone, but merely signifies that the group ahs achieved a commonly held goal. 

 The opportunity to see and learn horticulture  at its best.  To visit leading 

operations, business, and research facilitiesðto experience the wide range of horticulture 

and horticulture related fields. 

 The opportunity to participate with others in challenging competitionsðto give a 

presentation or a demonstration to an audienceðto keep detailed recordsðto teach with 

confidence. 

 The opportunity to see and learn horticulture at its best.  To visit leading 

operations, business, and research facilitiesðto experience the wide range of horticulture 

and horticulture related fields 

 The opportunity to see the personal self development as a result of the NJHA 

training in l eadership. 

 And the opportunity for future opportunities.  

 The key for the future awaits you in NJHA.  It is called OPPORTUNITY.  I am 

thankful to all the members, leaders, alumni, donors and sponsors of NJHA for the 

opportunity  to participate in this great Association 

 It is appropriate that the theme for the 50
th

 year and convention is ñUnlocking 

Golden Opportunities:  You Are The Key!ò 

 I dare you to become a part of this growing organization.ò 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

NJHA began as the National Junior Vegetable Growers Association, which was founded in 

1935 by a group of leaders in the Nationôs Vegetable Industry.  These individuals had faith 

in the young people and wished to insure that the industry would be provided with a 

constant influx of competent and well trained individuals.  The object of the program was 

to stimulate and encourage interest and appreciation in the business of growing and 

handling of vegetables by young people.  They would become better qualified to take an 

active part in the commercial vegetable industry and thus build the future of the business.  

The initial conception was the brain-child of Grant Snyder, Howard Brown, Arthur Pratt 

and Owen Trask and was fostered by The Vegetable Growers Association of America.  

This program was designed to bring members of various Vocational 4-H, FFA, and 

Horticultur al Organizations together.  As the program developed and enlarged, other state 

and national leaders became very much involved in this program and it grew furtheré.. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
 

Countless names are associated with NJVGA/NJHAé.  Roscoe Fraser, Dale 

Schinbeckler, Howard Ernme, Mildred Schlosser, Dwight Cottingham, Paul Tuttle, 

Maurice Meyers, Carl Deeds, Ken Albian, Eugene Wittmeyer, Joe DeFranco, Ben 

Cummings, Carlton Stearns, Ken Ousterhout, Mel Avery, Marie Wolfe, Glen Cowles, 

Chesley Hines, K. H Bukley, Katherine Drane, Clara Oberg, Milton Anderson, Henry 

Covington, Mel Kolbe, Helen J. Wright, Don Spurlock, Joe Montellaro, Norman Oebker, 

William Laecheldt, Jack Armstrong and Barb Share, Ray Sheldrake, Doug Duel, Ken 

Coobs, The Mullen Family, Charles Drage, Margaret Edsel, Ed Whitehead, Ed Bender, 

Willard Patton, W. H. Carter, Leonard Yager, Lee Towon, Lee Taylor, Robert Muesing, 

Harry Hearn, Wib Justi, Richard Wooton, Royal Haskell, Ed Aiton, Mylo Downey, Chet 

Gibbs, Russ Childressé.These are just a few people associated with this program.  There 

are many county 4-H agents and vocational agricultural instructors who have given their 

time to work with the young people. 

In reminiscing we also must note a few of the people in industry who have given in 

time, effort and money in the development of the Association program.  In this connection 

we recognize David Burpee, Karl Nordgren, and Adolph Gunginger of the Burpee Seed 

Company; Victor Schiff and his staff in Business Organization and Earl French who for 

some ten years represented the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Co.; Paul Tuit, Dr. Coleman 

and Louis Wilson of the Plant Food Institute; C. W. Kitchen, Claude Raynes of the United 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Association; Carlos Campell, Charles Mahoney, Don Callahan 

and Jean Schoonover, representing the National Canners Association; Tom Fox and Joe 

Cambell of the Olin Mathison Chemical Co.; Jack Leaver of Gerber Products Inc. and 

many others. 

Recognition is also given to Margaret Herbst, Robert D. Hawley, Viola OôDonnell, 

Esther Vondell and Margaret Seaver for their dedicated service. 

Countless others have given much time, effort and support to this organization, and 

will certainly be remembered by those with whom they worked. 
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HISTORY  
 

 The first program of the Junior Association was held in Hartford, Connecticut in 

1935.  The program, ñThe Junior Judging Identification and Grading Contestò was a one 

day affair and held during the Annual Convention of the Vegetable Growers of America 

Association.  The program consisting of vegetable judging, variety type identification and a 

potato grading contest.  The judging contest was very similar to that of today, but only 

included the vegetable group.  Variety identification involved having to identify 50 

specimens which consisted of 5 varieties of cucumbers, 8 different varieties of squash, 4 of 

peppers and 5 cabbage, just to name a few.  For the Potato Grading Contest the individual 

contestant would be given a 20-lb bag of potatoes and would grade these according to U. S. 

Standards with a time factor. 

Seventy-four club members from Massachusetts, New York, and Connecticut took 

part in the first contest.  The contest was won by Massachusetts.  From the start the 

program grew to include trips to vegetable farms, warehouses and city markets and other 

points of interest.  The general program also included movies and lectures.  Thus August 

22, 1935 marked the first national convention and the first national contests of what we 

now know as NJHA. 

From 1935 to 1939 the Junior Association operated informally under an adult 

advisory committee.  Starting in 1937 various 4-H, FFA, Extension and Industry personnel 

were named as a committee to assist in the conducting of the program for the annual 

conventions.  During the Chicago meeting in December 1939, a formal  organization was set 

up and officers were elected with Aubert Johnson of New York as President, Arthur Doust 

of Ohio as Vice President, and Harvey Billings of Massachusetts as Secretary-Treasurer.  

Louis Mullen of New York and Robert Arvidson of Indiana to serve with the three officers 

as members of the executive committee. 

 Many changes were initiated in 1940 at the convention in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  The first was the name, officially called National Junior Vegetable Growers 

Association (N.J.V.G.A.) the objectives for NJVGA were the vegetable industry with 

superb leaders, good growers, sound market operators and informed consumers.  The 

program was to supplement the vegetable work of other youth organizations.  The 

convention drew 133 participants from most of the northeastern state for a three day 

program. 

The second change in nineteen forty was the first year NJVGA held a convention 

separate from that of VGA of A.  The Judging, Grading, and Identification contests 

continued to be sponsored by funds provided by the Vegetable Growers Association of 

America.  1940 saw the inclusion of the National Demonstration Contest and the Fresh 

Marketing Section of the Production and Marketing Contest which included a 

comprehensive study course in marketing.  The two projects were made possible through 

funds provided by the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company (A&P), and the Burpee 

Seed Company. 

The Production and Marketing Scholarship Program, promoting good growing and 

handling practices offered annually six to ten thousand dollars in awards and prizes from 

funds provided by the A&P Food Stores.  This food chain became interested in the NJVGA 

program because of its pioneering efforts to streamline food distribution and it quickly 

recognized that such a program among young people would do much to improve marketing  
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methods.  This contest became a major project of the Association and included the study of 

efficient production and marketing methods as applied to vegetable crops on a scale that 

could be used by beginners as well as the larger commercial operations. 

The National Demonstration Project stimulated careful planning, a thorough 

knowledge, and the ability to explain by word and action the why and how of various 

production practices, marketing methods or how to prepare for use the many vegetable 

crops.  Many thousands of dollars in awards for trophies and cash prizes are provided by 

the W. Atlee Burpee Seed Company of Philadelphia, PA. for these contests. 

In 1941 the convention was increased to a four day affair and one can see the rapid 

development of the Association.   The program forward stated ñThe business of growing 

and marketing the vegetables required to supply the demands of the American consumer is 

one of the most important agricultural industries of the Nation.  It involved thousands of 

people, vast areas of land and millions of dollars in capital.  Because of its rapid 

development and expansion it is subject to rapid changes pertaining to cultural practices, 

marketing methods and consumer preferences.  In order to maintain the sound and stable 

development it is essential that the directing and operating forces required to replace those 

which now exist, be trained in such a manner that they will not only maintain the present 

high standards but actually develop new and more efficient practices and procedures.  

Therefore, our younger boys and girls have a definite responsibility in preparing 

themselves to carry on in this business and when the time comes for them to take over from 

their forbearersò. 

During the period 1940 to 1953 the administration of the Association was carried on 

by a committee of five-seven adults and the Junior Executive Committee.  In 1942, 

however, with the increase of the projects and consequent enrollment to separate 

committees were named, a Scholarship Committee, which evaluated the reports and named 

the winners in Production and Marketing; and the Advisory Committee, which was based 

on regional representation, (Northeast, South, Central, and West) with the chairman of 

each of these regional groups serving as Director of the program in the respective region, 

also to serve as specific member of the National Committee for NJVGA programs and 

activities.  In 1943 a representative of the junior  officers was also named to serve on this 

 National Advisory Committee. 

The years 1952-1953 saw many changes in the life of NJVGA.  First, NJVGA 

embarked on a new period of its history with the approval of the ñPoint IV Junior 

Programò to help farm youth abroad learn American gardening techniques, under the plan 

state and local chapters of the association opened correspondence with farm youth abroad 

and then sent seed, advice and helpful literature to promote overseas gardening projects.  

The project was explained in a broad cast of the Voice of America during the New York 

City convention.  A resolution was drawn up after the pattern of UNESCO. 

The year 1953 noted the establishment of the National Junior Vegetable Growers 

Foundation and its incorporation under the Laws of the state of Delaware on January 2, 

1953.  The basic purpose of the foundation is to provide an opportunity for business, 

industry, civic, farm and service organizations to cooperate through their financial support 

in promoting an educational program of projects and activities for those who were 

interested in the culture merchandising and utilization of horticultural crops.  The 

Foundation is administered by a Board of Trustees, all of whom are closely associated with  
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horticulture  work  through state universities, The United States Department of Agriculture, 

and Agricultural businesses and other agencies. 

This was the first step in the transition from a privately endowed organization to 

one that relied on a number of sources for its financial support.  The Foundation formed 

and made it possible for any person or company to make a contribution which was pooled 

and from the funds allotted to various activities of the association; however, donations for 

specific projects and awards were maintained. 

Many pamphlets and leaflets were prepared to assist in spreading the information of 

the program and projects.  The Industrial Advisory Committee was set up to contact 

contributors and also publicizing the program of NJVGA at various meetings and through 

their company news releases.  Each year some 500 letters, news releases, etc. were prepared 

and mailed from Foundation Headquarters.  In addition Margaret Herbst the Associationôs 

Publicity Director gave much of her time and effort each year to the organization. 

Under Grant Snyderôs guidance NJVGA continued to grow and add new programs.  

Over the next few years the Production and Marketing Contest proved to be the most 

popular.  Other projects were added to the P & M Contest for a while including variety 

trials , a soils contest, and other variations of projects. 

In 1955 the Canning Crops Section of the Production and Marketing and Marketing 

Contest began, which was sponsored by the National Canners Association.  The NCA 

provided much in the way of contributions and publicity of their support of the Canning 

Project.  NCA also funded the making of several movies promoting NJVGA the most  

popular ñThe Story of John Porterò. 

In 1958 the Judging Grading, and Identification Contest branched out with a 4-H 

and FFA divisions in addition to the open division. 

The Silver Anniversary for the National Junior Vegetable Growers Association was 

held in Washington D. C. in 1959.  NJVGA received recognition and salutation from many 

individuals including President Eisenhower and organizations such as the American Farm 

Bureau Federation, National Grange and the Department of Agriculture. 

In 1964 the name of the Association was changed to the National Junior 

Horticultur al Association (NJHA), so that its program would also include plants and 

flowers, fruits and nuts, ornamentals, and turf in addition to vegetables.  The revision to 

include all Horticultural Crops, broadened the scope of the organization and enabled a 

much wider range of youth to become involved and interested in the activities and projects 

of the now NJHA.  At this time the administration had its name changed also to the 

National Junior Horticultur al Foundation Inc. 

Changes continued quickly.   The Achievement and Leadership Project started in 

1965.  Its purpose is to recognize achievement and leadership in NJHA and related 

activities based on individual, local, county, state and national activities. 

The Experimental Horticulture Project began in 1966.  This project was set up for 

those interested in experimenting with horticulture plants to find solutions to problems 

dealing with production, marketing and use.  First a specific problem to investigate is 

selected, references reviewed, then a careful plan and organization of materials and this 

method to be implemented is developed.  An important aspect of the project is to keep very 

detailed records and in writing the final report is to clearly outline all the information  

obtained and also include the results.  There are two main sections in this project; the first 

group is projects dealing with cultural field tr ials such as row spacing, variety trials  
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fertilizer trials, mulch cultivation, irrigation, etc.  The second group of projects is those 

dealing with laboratory or greenhouse studies, such as the use of growth regulators, plant 

breeding, hydroponics, the effect of light and other environmental factors on plant growth 

and vegetative reproduction. 

In 1970 the Honors division of the Judging Identification and Information Contest 

was added.  Also in 1970, a sixth project was included dealing with Environmental 

Beautification.  This project is a testimony to a national commitment by American Youth 

to better their natural environment.  Project categories included, planting ornamental 

trees, controlling erosion, and rehabilitating recreational areas, improving roadsides and 

beautifying ñeyesores.ò  The project is to challenge young people, ñTo set for themselves 

goals which will ensure optimum utilization of horticultura l materials for better living, to 

identify what needs to be done to improve our natural environment; and to develop a 

philosophy of living in harmony with our land and resources. 

In 1971, Grant Snyder retired; this was one of the biggest challenges for NJHA 

because the professor had been the prime motivator of the association.  He and his wife, 

Ruth, had been very active in leading organization.  With his retirement the responsibility 

of the administration was handed over to a Board of Trustees and a transition period 

began.  The next 10 years saw the addition of several new projects which continued to 

broaden the activities a each convention.  The creation of the, ñSpeaking of Horticultureò 

Contest in 1972 was one of these events.  This project provides opportunity for individuals 

to give a speech 5-10 minutes expressing horticultural related knowledge and 

communication skills.  Another speaking contest initiated was the Extemporaneous 

Speaking Contest.  The purpose of this contest is to increase and improve the speaking 

ability as well as the horticultural information as well as information about NJHA.  The 

participant selects one of three topics to speak on and is given one minute to prepare.  The 

speeches are from 3-5 minutes in length, and are judged on uniqueness, knowledge, subject 

matter and manner or presentation. 

Dr. Lee Taylor served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees until 1974.  Under his 

leadership the Young America Horticulture Contests were begun.  The Contest is divided 

into 4 sections for youth 8 and younger to 14 who can participate in the horticulture 

activities Gardening, Plant Propagation, Environmental Beautification and Experimental 

Horticulture.  These were modeled after the general projects but tailored for the age group.  

The projects in the ñYoung Americaò section are an important addition to the program. 

In 1974-1980, Wib Justi, served as Executive Secretary.  During this period the 

Scottish Gardening Project was developed.  This scholarship-trip is awarded by the NJHA 

in cooperation with Longwood Gardens Inc., and the Scottish American Heritage Inc.  The 

individual chosen from the applications will study and work at the Threave School of 

Practical Gardening in Threave, Scotland.  Students will receive 10 hours of instruction a 

day, work in the gardens and tour horticultural sites in the one year program. 

The latest project added to the NJHA program is the photography contest.  It 

encourages participants to develop photographic skills with regard to horticultural 

displays, advertising and other forms of marketing.  There are categories in both black and 

white and color entries and are judged on technical quality, composition and subject 

matter. 

Our current Executive Secretary, Clare Harnden, and Chairman of the Foundation, 

Jack, Leaver can be proud of the organization that their home state is hosting this year.   
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They both and the present officer teams have worked very hard in the planning and 

background work that goes into make a convention successful.  Each year the Annual 

Convention is the highlight of the NJHerôs year.  It gives each individual opportunities to 

compete in projects and activities and be recognized for those accomplishments, to make 

friends and meet those who will influence their future, to learn about horticulture th ru 

workshops, lectures and tours. 

Currently NJHA is increasing its publicity, seeking new donors and investigating 

new projects.  NJHA is continuing its longtime practice of educating youth in horticulture, 

helping prepared them for careers, making them better informed consumers, and assisting 

them to realize their talents and abilities.  Has NJHA lived up to its expectations?  Maybe 

the best person to ask is its founder Professor Snyder.  According to him NJHA has become 

much more than he could ever imagine 50 years ago. 

 

 

TODAY:  THE FUTURE.  

 ñToday Horticulture is a Science, a Business, a Profession, an Art and an Industry.  

It provided jobs on the farm, in the city; look at the opportunities in production, 

processing, marketing, industry, business, research, teaching, extension, communication 

and government.  The only limits in this field are the limits of your own resources and 

imagination.ò  Horticulture needs organizers such as NJHA to inspire, motivate and 

captivate you, the youth of the country to pick up the leadership, to learn, to work and 

make the futureé 

You assure the continued excellence, continued research and development in the 

field of Horticulture our resources are unlimited.  The opportunities are uncounted and we 

have the ability to assure the Practical Scientific Advantage of Horticulture.  Teaching the 

principles of Horticulture to the Youth and educating them in practice and scientific study 

provides the opportunity of Leadership within the NJHA organization.  These 

organizations will only benefit and build the youth in their own individual and future 

careers. 

 

NJHA ï 50 YEARS 

 

UNLOCKING GOLDEN OP PORTUNIT IESé.YOU ARE THE KEY!!!!! 
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A PERSONAL LOOK AT GRANT SNYDER  

 

 Grant Snyder has been associated with the NJHA since 1935 when he organized and 

conducted the first Judging Contest as part of the program of the Vegetable Growers 

Association of America.  His was the responsibility to conduct the administrative work of 

the Association and Foundation during the early years, however he is the first to specify 

that the development of NJGVA/NJHA to its present place as a recognized and respected 

youth organization is only possible because of the interest, help and hard work of many, 

many people. 

NJVGA/NJHA offered to Professor Snyder that extra something that spices life and 

gives a feeling of accomplishment and satisfaction.  The long hours of hard work, the 

worries, the problems, the responsibility to obtain financial support have been more than 

counter-balanced by watching the development and achievements of members and by the 

opportunity to work with so many, wonderful men and women in all sections of the nation. 

Grant Snyder was born and raised on a vegetable farm in Kitchener, Ontario, 

Canada where he was first introduced into the many complex problems involved in 

growing and marketing.  As a youngster he was inquisitive and studious.  He wanted to 

know why ï and ï what made plants grow and what factors were involved in determining 

quality vegetables. 

After high school he entered the Ontario Agricultural College, at that time a unit of 

Toronto University from which he received his BSA degree in 1922.  His Masterôs degree 

was awarded at Michigan State University in 1931.  In 1922 he was appointed instructor in 

Olericulture at the Massachusetts Agricultural College.  He became professor in 1935 and 

head of the Olericulture Section.  He was named head of the Department of Horticulture in 

1961. 

His desire for research and experimentation, his familyôs quiet life was often turned 

into turmoil  by some of his more spectacular projects. 

Professor Snyder was one of the first scientists to conduct research on icing sweet 

corn and in prepackaging vegetables.  He was a pioneer in the early thirties in organizing 

and conducting schools for retailers in the proper handling and merchandizing of produce.  

His research on the effect of hail damage to crop plants by the use of a hall machine has 

been widely used in the more effect adjustment of losses caused by hail. 

He was part of the small team that organized the Massachusetts Federation of 

Vegetable growers, the Connecticut Valley Produce Growers and the Agricultural 

Committee of the Pioneer Valley Association.  Numerous other local and state 

organizations have had his help with production and marketing problems of vegetable 

crops.  Over the years he has published many bulletins and features in trade journals. 

Professor Snyder is probably best known for his work with the National Junior 

Vegetable Growers Association.  During these years many thousands of young people from 

all sections of the nation have participated in the educational projects sponsored by the 

Association.  A very high percentage of these youth have now attained prominence as 

leaders in the horticultural field, in government, industry, research, teaching and extension 

work. For his outstanding work with the young people and his leadership in horticulture 

programs he was the first recipient of the Kelsey Award from the Vegetable Growers 

Association of America.  He is an honorary FFA State Farmer, and has received numerous 

awards from local and national organizations, including the National Canners Association  
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and the USDA.  He is listed in Whoôs Who in the East.  He is a member of the Boston 

Market Gardeners Association, the Vegetable Growers Association of America, the 

American Society of Horticultural Science, the Photographic Society of America and Phi 

Fau Sigma.  He is a member of the North Amherst Congregational Church. 

Professor Snyder finds time for his hobbies among which is refinishing antique 

furniture and in taking care of his colonial home in Amherst and farm in the hills of 

Vermont. 

He and Mrs. Snyder, the former Ruth Putnam of a very famous Colonial New 

England family, have three children, Dr. Richard Gerald Snyder, David Grant Snyder and 

Catherine Louise Parker. 
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NJVGA/NJHA CONVENTION SITES  

 
1935 HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT  

1936 CLEVELAND, OHIO  

1937 NEW YORK, NEW YORK  

1938 DETROIT, MICHIGAN  

1939 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS  

1940 PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA  

1941 COLUMBUS, OHIO  

1942 PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA  

1943 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS  

1944 ROCHESTER, NEW YORK  

1945 CINCINNATI, OHIO  

1946 BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

1947 JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1948 DETROIT, MICHIGAN  

1949 WASHINGTON, D. C. 

1950 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  

1951 CLEVELAND, OHIO  

1952 NEW YORK, NEW YORK  

1953 TULSA, OKLAHOMA  

1954 CINCINNATI, OHIO  

1955 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  

1956 ATLANTA, GEORGIA  

1957 SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOI S 

1958 BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI  

1959 WASHINGTON, D. C. 

1960 COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 

1961 DETROIT, MICHIGAN  

1962 MIA MI BEACH, FLORIDA  

1963 PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA  

1964 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA  

1965 CINCINNATI, OHIO  

1966 ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

1967 NEW YORK, NEW YORK  

1968 ATLANTA, GEORGIA  

1969 INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA  

1970 DENVER, COLORADO  

1971 MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA  

1972 COLUMBUS, OHIO  

1973 OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA  

1974 CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND  

1975 BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI  

1976 KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA  

1977 WINSTON SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA  

1978 CLEVELAND, OHIO  

1979 ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

1980 ATLANTA, GEORGIA  

1981 COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 

1982 NIA GARA FALLS, NEW YORK  

1983 TULSA, OKLAHOMA  

1984 GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN  
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NJHA PAST OFFICERS 1934-1984 
 

YEAR PRESIDENT   VICE PRESIDENT  SECRETARY 

1940 Aubert Johnson  Arthur Doust   Harvey Billings 

1941 Arthur Doust    Louise Mullen  Edward Perednia 

1942 Louise Mullen   Laurence Boger Edward Perednia 

1943 Laurence Boger  Wilbur Justi   Earl Parsons  

1944 Earl Parsons   Wayne Ennen  Germaine Seelye 

1945 Donald Mowrey  Charles Hahn  Germaine Seelye 

1946 Richard Walsh   Robert Humm  Germaine Seelye 

1947 James Spell   Norman Oebker Germaine Seelye 

1948 Norman Oebker  Robert Muesing Joy Ragalla 

1949 Robert Muesing  Sue Kirkpatrick  David Pratt 

1950 Marjorie Ann Ball   Russell Sears  David Pratt 

1951 Richard Angus   Albert Bishop  Amaryllis Fair  

1952 James McBee   Albert Bishop  Nadine Thompson 

1953 Joyce Young   Roy Curtiss, III  Barbara Sommerhalder 

1954 Roy Curtis III    Nadine Thompson Beverly Bishop 

1955 Nadine Thompson  Jack Armstrong Mary Froebe 

1956 Jack Armstrong  John Porter  Gwendolyn Fair  

1957 John Porter   Gwendolyn Fair  Betty Lou King 

1958 Betty Lou King  Horace Corbett Ralph Harper 

1959 William Monfort, Jr   Ralph Harper  Kay Hunley 

1960 William Lorenz   Carole Ann Greene James Parochetti 

1961 James Parochetti  Sandy Karn  David Brengle 

1962 Sandy Karn   David Brengle  Ruth Skinner 

1963 David Brengle   Dougls Sandero Charlotte Shelley 

1964 Geraldine Phelps  Dennis Hamel  Marilyn Reichart  

1965 Dennis Hamel   Marilyn Reichart  Willliam Fordon  

1966 Bonnie Burks   Roger Swanson Mike Rumpza 

1967 Mike Rumpza   Steven Stauffenberg Daniel Hamel 

1968 Steve Stauffenberg  Daniel Hamel  Lynn Wakefield 

1969 Daniel Hamel   Charles DeLancy Kathy Ross 

1970 Lynn Wakefield  Charles DeLancy Carmen Sutton  

1971 Charles DeLancy  Carmen Sutton Madonna Jervis 

1972 Carmen Sutton  Madonna Sue Jervis Carla Chenette 

1973 Rodd Moesel   Carla Chenette  Patty Prostak 

1974 Rodd Moesel   Carla Chenette  Joy Cantrell 

1975 Carla Chenette   Carl Duewer  Joy Cantrell 

1976 Amy Schaffer   Donna Lane  Randy Burnette 

1977 Donna Lane   Lynn Hall   Dasha Efird 

1978 Greg Yoxsimer   Lynn Hall   Dasha Efird 

1979 Lynn Hall    Lewis Metheny  Jo Ann Wyatt 

1980 Rita Sargent   Stephen Hadden Jo Ann Hullum 

1981 Stephen Hadden  Emily Nitschke  Dave McMurtry  

1982 Emily Nitschke   Natalie Muesing Betsey Donnelly 

1983 Betsey Donnelly  David McCallum Annette Meyer 

1984 Annette Meyer   Rusty Warner  Becky Brese 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES  

DATE NAME  

1940 Louise Mullen, Robert Arvidson 

1941 Helen Dietz, Laurence Boger, Richard Humm 

1942 Wilbur Justi,  Leland Buck 

1943 Robert Clauson, William Buck, Louise Mullen 

1944 Delores Crise, Wilbur Justi, Lawrence Potter 

1945 Howard Blalock, Delores Grise, Earl Parsons 

1946 Jim Spell, Philip Lang Jr., Geo. DeRidder Jr., Donald Mowrey 

1947 Joy Ragalla, Robert Muesing, Geo. Goetodeus, Richard Walsh 

1948 Harry Hearn, Clyde Cotterill, Carol Schatz, James Spell 

1949 Marjorie Ann Ball, Norman Oebker, Russell Sears, Keith Delventhal 

1950 Richard Angus, Joyce Young, James Rodger, Robert Muesing 

1951 Marjorie Ann Ball, James McBee, James Rodgers, Harold Holzhause 

1952 Richard Angus, David Dilley, Mary Lou Meachum, Lyle Hughes 

1953 Nadine Thompson, Howard Perry, Jack Armstrong, Albert Bishop 

1954 Joyce Young, Jack Armstrong, Buddy Drixly, Delmar Chase 

1955 Delmar Chase, Gwendolyn Fair, Dale Speigelberg, Roy Curtiss III 

1956 Nadine Thompson, Clarence Chaple, Betty Lou King, Jack Baringer 

1957 Ralph Harder, Jack Armstrong, Dalton Still, Darlene Kunkel 

1958 John Porter, William Monfort, Ferdinand A. Tha r , Kathy Grein, Richard Juhl  

1959 Richard Juhl, Peter Ochs, Carol Ann Greene, William Loren 

Pro Tem: Jim Parochetti, Ora Shade, Douglas Sanders 

1960 Dwain Francis, Sandy Karn, Peggy Percival, William Monfort 

1961 William Lorenz, Ruth Skinner, Carol Knecht, Jeannean Murphy 

1962 Douglas Sanders, Carol Knacht, Jeannean Murphy, James Parochetti 

1963 Geraldine Phelps, Leonard Meyer, Sandy Karn, Dennis Hamel 

1964 Bonnie Burks, James McLain, Jeanette Pickle, Roger Swanson 

1965 Henri Sue, James McLain, Roger Swanson, John Krupke 

1966 Robert Burns, Henri Sue Harbison, James McLain, Dennis Hammel, 

            Steve Stauffenberg 

1967 Nancy Ridley, Kathy Ross, Lynn Wakefield, Alan Cornwell, Bonnie Lee Burks 

1968 Nancy Ridley, Kathy Ross, Jim Deutsch, Becky Hall, Mike Rumpza 

1969 Nancy Ridley, Becky Hall, Lynn Wakefield, Steve Stauffenberg, Barbara Long 

1970 Susan Lee, David Lorenz, Neil Morton, Rodd Mossel 

1971 Clyde Wolfe, David Lorenz, Rodd Mossel, Barri Cannon, Lynn Wakefield 

1972 Rodd Mossel, Jerry Richter, Pat Prostak, Rudy Wetherington 

1973 Dee McNamara, Jerry Walden, Jim Knutson, Dan Chadwick 

1974 H. L. Goodwin, Amy Schaffer, Dee McNamara, Jerry Walden 

1975 Jon Knutson, Dee McNamara, Amy Schaffer, Rodd Mosser 

1976 Greg Yoxsimer, Jon Knutson, Bruce Mossel, Lynn Hall 

1977 Amy Shaffer, Jim Hewitt, Greg Yoxsimer, Randy Burnett, Jon Knutson 

1978 Lewis Metheny, Rita Frederick, Joann Wyatt, Jim Hewitt, Donna Lane 

1979 Dasha Efrid, Rita Frederick, Steve Hadden, Jeff Mortensen, Greg Yoxsimer, 

Jon Knutson, Bruce Mossel, Lynnn Hall 

1980 Mark Jar dine, Dave McMurtry, Mark Newell, Emily Nitscake, Lynn Hall  

1981 Natalie Muesing, Susan Schoneweis, Debbie Davis, JoAnn Hullum, Rita Sargent 

1982 Steve Haddan, Jennifer Brooks, Annette Meyer, Brian Whipker, Bill Wickham 

1983 Scott Jardine, Hollis Schuh, Rusty Warner, Becky Brese 

1984 Greg Bloom, Rick Meyer, David McCallum, Patty Marvin, Betsy Donnelly 



 19 

The National Junior Horticulture Association wishes to recognize and express a sincere ñThank 

Youò to all of the organizations and people who have given freely of their time, effort and 

money in organizing and directing this, the 50
th
 Annual Convention of the Association. 

 

Headquarters for the 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HORTICULTURE ASSOCIATION  

are located at 

5885 104
th
 STREET, FREMONT 

MICHIGAN, 49412 

 

NJHA LEADERSHIP TEAM ï 1983-1984 

 

NJHA PROGRAM 

 
National Program Chairman      Assistant Program Chairman 

Joe Maxson        Bill Fountain  

335 Agriculture Hall        N-318 Ag. Science North 

Oklahoma State University      University of Kentucky 

Stillwater, OK 74077       Lexington, KY 40546 

405 624-5409        606 257-3320 

 

REGIONAL PROGRAM CHAIRMEN  

 
NORTHEAST ï Dave Foresman, Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, PA  19348 215 388-6741 (Officer assisting ï Patty Marvin) ï 

(Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, Vermont, West Virginia.) 

 

SOUTH ï Dalton Proctor, North Carolina State University,  PO Box 5157, Raleigh, NC 27650 919 737-3242 (Officer assisting ï Greg 

Bloom) -  (Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 

Tennessee, Virginia.) 

 

CENTRAL ï Vacant (officer assisting ï David McCallum)  ( Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 

North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin.) 

 

WEST ï Vacant (Officer assisting ï Rick Meyer) ï (Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New 

Mexico, Oregon, Texas, Utah, Washington, Wyoming.) 

 

Note ï Participation from areas outside the 50 states is encouraged and is coordinated through the regional program leader located 

geographically closest to the area interested.) 

 

 

PROJECT CHAIRMEN  
 

ACHIEVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION  

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Waldman, 5750 Sandalwood, N, E., North Canton, OH 44721 216 492-3252 

 

ANNUAL CONVENTION  

(Planned cooperatively by NJHA-NJHF leaders and Host State Committee ï see newsletters or contact Executive Secretary for 

information.)  

 

DEMONSTATION CONTEST  

J. C. Schmidt, 106 Ornamental Horticulture, 1107 West Dorner Drive, Urbana, Ill 61801 217 333-2125 

 

ENVIORONMENTAL BEAUTIFICATION  

Joe Maxson, 335 Ag Hall, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK 74077 406 624-5408 

 

EXPERIMENTAL HORTICULTURE  

Larry Bass, 123 Kilgore Hall, NC State University, Raleigh, NC 27607 919  737-3637, and Bill Fountain,  N 318 Ag. Science North, 

University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546 606 257-3320 

 

EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING  

Dale Crosby, 12006 W. Mulberry Street, Durant, OK 74701 406 924-3643 
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PROJECT CHAIRMEN  

 

GARDENING SCHOLARSHIP  

Dave Foresman, Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, PA 19348 215 388-6741 

 

 
HORTICULTURE CONTEST  

Richard D. Wootton, Cooperative Extension Service, 800 South Frederick, Gaithersburg, MD 20877, 301 948-0246 

 
PRODUCTION AND MARKETING  

Bill Fountain, N 318 Ag Science North, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40546 606 257-3320 

 
SPEAKING OF HORTICULTURE  

Rita Wagner, 1015 N. E. Redmond Rd., Piedmont, OK 73078 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION  

Robert Bruce, 566A Pleasant  Drive, Vineland, NJ 08380 609 591-0114 

 
YOUNG AMERICA HORT ICULTURE  

J. Lee Taylor, Department of Horticulture, Michigan State University, E. Lansing, MI 48824 517 356-5172 

 

COMMITTEE LEADERS  
AWARDS 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Waldman, 5750 Sandalwood, N. E., North Canton, OH 44721 216 482-3252  

CAREER EXPLORATION  

Wib Justi, 384 Colonial Avenue, Worthington, OH 43085 614 888-3950 

CONVENTION SITE  

Joe Maxson,  335 Agriculture Hall, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK 74077 405 624-5409 

PARENT SUPPORT 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hearn, 10010 Gorman Rd., Laurel, MD  20810 301 776-5285 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Muesing, Route 1, Kendelville, IN 46756 219 347- 3348 

Mr. and Mrs  William Larrier Carter, 162 Kingsway Circle, Charlotte, NC 28214 704 388-8760 

 

HISTORIAN  

Wib Justi, 384 Colonial Avenue, Worthington, OH 43085 614 888-3950 

 

NJHA AL UMNI OFFICERS  

President, Emily Hearn, 10010 Gorman Rd., Laurel, MD 20810 301 776 - 5285 

Vice President, Jack Armstrong, University of Maine, OôBrian Avenue, Machias ME 04654 207 256-3313 

 

 

 

NJHF FOUNDATION OFFICERS  1983 - 1984 

 

CHAIRMAN         VICE CHAIRMA N 

Jack B. Leaver       Ricardo Gomez 

Gerber Products Co.       S.E.A. ï Extension  

445 State Street       5547 S. Ag. Bldg., 

Fremont, MI 49412       Washington, DC 20250 

616 928-2000        202 447-2471 

 

SECRETARY       TREASURER 

R. K. Zimmerman       J. Lee Taylor 

1076 Ag. Science Bldg.,  WV University      Dept of Horticulture  

Morgan Town, WV 26506      E. Lansing, MI 48824 

304 293-2219        517 356-5172 

 

ASSISTMANT TREASURER/      NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY       EMERITUS  

Clare Harnden       Grant B Snyder 

5885 104th St.,        1146 N. Pleasant St 

Fremont, MI 49412       North Amherst, MA 01058 

616 924-2038        413 549-0750 
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NJHA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  1983 - 1984 

 

PRESIDENT 

Annette Meyer 

R.R. 1., Box 156 

Steeleville, IL 62288 

618 965-3800 

 

VIC E PRESIDENT 

Rusty Warner  

PO Box 43 

Seneca Rocks, WV 26884 

304 567-2278 

 

SECRETARY 

Becky Brese 

PO Box 254 

Bokchito, OK 74726 

406 295-3880 

 

NORTHEAST DIRECTOR  

Patty Marvin  

PO Box 157 

La Plata, MD 20646 

301 934-8930 

 

SOUTH DIRECTOR  

Greg Bloom 

R. R. 1, Kendallville, IN 46756 

219 3478-2532 

 

CENTRAL DIRECTOR  

David McCallum 

1171 W. Bayton St., 

         Alliance, OH 44601 

         216 823-5414 

 

        WEST DIRECTOR  

        Rick Meyer  

        R. R. 1, 

                       Kendallville , IN 46756 

        219 347-3682 

 

                      PAST PRESIDENT 

                      Betsey Donnelly 

                      R. D. 1, Box 386 

                      Nichols, NY 13812 

                      607 687-3526 

 

                      ADVISORS 

                      Dennis & Cindy Waldman 

                       5759 Sandalwood, NE 

                       North Canton, OH 44721 

                       216 492-3252 
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Resolution 

 
Whereas, it has pleased Providence to endow American with a bountiful soil and 

enable our farmers to perfect and advance the skills of husbandry, and by a comb- 

ination of these graces to afford our people a generous standard of living; and 

 

Whereas, we farmers of America enjoy Divine Blessings to a greater degree than 

some of our brothers in other parts of the world where the ravages of war and 

other circumstances have retarded the progress of agriculture; and 

 

Whereas, in the modern condition of the world, one of the foundations of peace, 

the universal blessing, is mutual trust and esteem among all peoples; and 

 

Whereas, the tilling of the soil is a labor which all races and nations know and 

depend upon in common, and as such affords a basis for the realization of the ideals  

of universal trust and friendship, 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the National Junior Vegetable Growers  

Association do undertake to effect a closer union of American Farm Youth with 

rural young people throughout the world, through the initiation among state and 

local chapters of NJVGA of a Point IV Junior Program, to the end that future 

producers of food may be armed with an improved knowledge of agriculture for the 

benefit of themselves and their fellow countrymen, thus causing the establishment  

and perpetuation of bonds of friendship between the farmers-to-be of this National Junior 

Horticultural Assoc and other nations: 

 

Be it further resolved that this program be implemented through the opening of 

correspondence between groups and individual members of NJVGA and Farm Youth 

abroad to enable the transference of technical information, seeds and such other 

assistance as may be deemed appropriate, and that his resolution and its terms be 

acquainted to a proper body of the United Nations Organization. 

 

 Attested this tenth day of December, 1952: 

 

 

      Albert Bishop, President 
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THE NJHA CREED  

REVISED 

 

We are growing, living parts of this earth 

 

We are conscious of our desire to cultivate our horticulture abilities 

and find comfort in sharing this knowledge. 

 

We make our way together, each on a separate path, yet all in the 

same direction. 

 

We are the National Junior Horticultural Association, and we 

accept the challenge of being the horticultural leaders of tomorrow. 
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TRIBUTE TO JACK B . LEAVER  
 

 
 

Jack B. Leaver and his wife Norma reside in Michigan.  He graduated from high 

school in 1942.  Started at Michigan State College in fall of 1942.  Went into the army in 

1943 and was discharged in spring of 1946.  He married Norma, his high school sweetheart 

on September 28, 1946 and started back at Michigan State on September 30, 1946.  

Majored in agriculture economics, minor in horticulture.  Graduated with bachelor degree 

in December 1948 and continued in college working toward a masterôs degree in economics 

and bachelors in agriculture education.  He finished neither one as their  first daughter was 

born in January, 1950 and a job opportunity at Gerber Baby Foods was offered in March 

of 1950 in the agriculture department.  Jack and Norma had 4 more children in the next 9 

years.  The 50ôs were the baby boom years and he traveled extensively throughout the U. S. 

buying fruits and vegetables for baby food.  They lived for 7 years in North Carolina when 

Gerber built a new plant in Asheville. He was appointed Director of Agricultural 

Operations for Gerber in 1965 and moved to the corporate offices in Fremont, Michigan. 

One highlight  of his youth was serving as a page in the Michigan State Senate for 2 

legislative termsð1939 and 1941.  Between 1965 and 1992, Jack served on the Fremont 

Board of Education for 20 years, including 12 years as President of the board.  Jack and 

Norma were very active in the United Methodist church and were chairpersons of the 

churchôs 100
th

 anniversary.  During this period, Jack was on the Gerber Foundation Board 

of Trustees, the agriculture committee of the National Food Processors Association, 

including chair.  The board of the Michigan Food Processors Association including 

President.  The board of the National Agriculture Employers Association and  the Board of 

the Michigan 4-H Foundation including President.  Jackôs hobby is gardening and 

spending time with family, which now includes 5 grand children and 3 great grand 

children.  Most enjoyable times are when the family gets together at his home on Hess 

Lake.  His pet peeve is people who agree to do something and then do not follow through. 

He likes anything sweet (chocolate).  Favorite public person was Ronald Reagan. 

Jack attended his first NJHA convention in 1962 in Miami Beach, Florida.  He took 

a young man, who was a state winner in the Production contest, growing carrots for 
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Gerber.  He attended his first board meeting in 1968 in Atlanta, Georgia as the Gerber 

representative on the board (Mr. Gerber believed in the value of youth organizations and 

supported NJHA, 4-H, FFA, and IFYE-International  Farm Youth Exchange).  Jack was 

very impressed with Grant Snyder and his passion for NJHA was contagious.  He became 

an active board member, and it has continued for 40 years, as treasurer, chairperson, 

convention site chair, and convention planner at various times.  It has been a privilege and 

pleasure to know and work with so many fine young men and women and the dedicated 

leaders and board members who voluntarily give of their time and talent. 

NJHA offers a unique educational and fun experience to young people to participate 

in an annual convention at a 4 star hotel in a different city each year.  Unfortunately, 

potential leaders in state and local communities, who would come from extension, 4-H 

and/or vocational agriculture, are less in numbers and have increased job responsibilities, 

and little or no monetary support.  This has resulted in a decrease in NJHA participation 

over the last several years. 

Jack retired from Gerber in 1987.  Mr. and Mrs. Leaver traveled extensively the 

next 15 years doing convention site inspections for NJHA and for their personal pleasure. 

It has been very enjoyable to work with local leaders to make each convention exciting, 

educational, and fun.  Some have been better than others, but all have been good.  The 75
th

 

anniversary is another milestone in a long history of worthwhile horticultural experiences 

for young people interested in horticulture. 
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TRIBUTE TO WIB JUSTI  
 

 
 

Wib Justi and his wife, June reside in Ohio.  They have one son and one daughter 

and a grandson.  Wib has a B.S. in Agriculture (rural youth, rural community), The Ohio 

State University.  He worked as a County 4-H Agent.  Wib served in the U S Army, WWII 

as a First Sergeant, National Grange Director of Youth Activities Agricultural and Youth 

Consultant.  His favorite pastime is photography.  His favorite food is strawberry ice 

cream.  His favorite movie is Miracle on 34
th

 Street.  His favorite way to spend a day is to 

travel in new areas.  A favorite pet peeve of his is Non-communicators.  Life goal is 

promotion, internationally of two way R-R-S (Respect-Responsibility-Sharing.)  The 

person who mostly inspired Wib was Grant B. Snyder.  Something that most people donôt 

know about Wib is that he worked with rural youth in different countries and also 

discussed youth work with Ed. Sullivan.  His first year active in NJHA was in 1938 in 

Detroit, Mi chigan.  Enthusiasm of participants was his first memory of NJHA.  Every 

convention was his favorite.  Wib has been involved in Judging, Grading, Identification, 

Demonstration/Office, Advisor, Executive Secretary, Historian, Board of Trustees and 

Alumni.  Wib feels that NJHA has changed to cover all areas of horticulture, including 

career information and leadership development.  He feels that the future of NJHA is to 

cover all states, proving funding is available. 
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NJHF FOUNDATION BOARD, ALUMNI 

and NJHA OFFICERS  2008-2009 

 

 
 

Jack Armstrong, Susan Beebe, Eileen Boyle, Shirley Butt, Carole S. 

Carney, Tom Clark, Edwin Crosby, Mike Ensor, Eric Frase, Debbie 

Gegare, Tom Green, Amy M. Greenamyer, Byron Hacker, Paul 

Hartman, Wib Justi, Jack Leaver, Kevin Murphy, Michael Neff,  

Carol Norden, James V. Parochetti,  Michael Rethwisch, David 

Robson,  Jim Schmidt, Bob Smiley, Dan Smith, Les Smith, 

Margaret Smith, Greg Stack, Brian Stark, Dan Tennessen,  Bill 

Wilder, Richard Wozniak  

 

 

Alumni:  Brian Stark ï President, Eric Frase ï Vice President, 

Secretary ï Eileen Boyle, Dan Smith - Treasurer 

 

 

Officer Board Members: Alex Culp - President, Megan  Buland - 

Vice President,  Martha Keckler - Secretary, Maria Holl - Past 

President   
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JACK ARMSTRONG  
 

 
 

Jack L. Armstrong and his wife, Barbara reside in North Carolina.  They have two 

daughters, Diane and Katharine and three grandchildren, Nina, Anna and Justin.  Jack 

has a B. S. from William Jenell College, Missouri and masters at the University of Illinois 

and P. H. D at the University of Minnesota.  His job consisted of College, University 

Administration and teaching.  Hobbies include golfing, fishing, traveling, photography, 

watching sports, reading and listening to music.  Jackôs favorite food is strawberries, sweet 

corn, watermelon and ice cream.  Food he refuses to eat is licorice.  Favorite movies are 

Bridge on the river Kwai and O Brother Where Art Thou.  Favorite way to spend a day is 

traveling with his wife and playing with grandchildren.  Jackôs pet peeve is people taking 

up two parking places.  His life goals are continuing to learn and grow while helping other 

to do the same and contributing to making our planet a better place to live.  The persons 

who have inspired Jack the most are Jesus Christ, Abraham Lincoln, his parents and 

Norman Oebker.  The things that most people donôt know about Jack are he made money 

for going to college by growing and selling vegetables, almost had a Masterôs degree in 

horticulture before changing fields to psychology and out of thousands of chickens at the 

Illinois State Fair, he had the Grand Champion (a Cornish Cockerel).  His first year in 

NJHA was in 1950 in New Orleans and the state he represented was Illinois.  His first 

memory of NJHA was vegetable planting and production, and preparing for 

demonstration contests.  His favorite convention was in 1957 in Springfield, Illinois , his 

hometown.  The different areas and aspects of NJHA that Jack was involved in were 

Production and Marketing, Demonstration and Judging/Identification Contests, Youth 

Officer  and President.  He feels there is less interest in growing horticulture products and 

more interest in other activities.  He feels NJHA will continue to offer important personal 

development and learning opportunities for young people and their advisors. 
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SUSAN BEEBE 
 

 
 

 Greetings from the Empire State. Sue grew up on a small hobby farm in upstate 

New York and currently lives only an hour from the old homestead.  Her husband, Ted 

and Sue have two children, Nicholas and Katlyn, and one lovely granddaughter, 

Brooklynne.  She received her Associates Degree from State University of New York at 

Cobleskill in Floriculture and her Bachelors Degree from University of Georgia in 

Ornamental Horticulture.  

 She is currently employed as the Extension Issue Leader for Agriculture and 

Assistant Director with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Saratoga County, where she has 

been since 1979.  She works closely with the commercial horticulture industry; everything 

from vegetable and greenhouse production to sod farming and much more.  She also helps 

to oversee the consumer horticulture program and our countyôs Master Gardener 

program. 

 In her spare time she enjoys being in the outdoors, sometimes just dabbling a little 

in the garden, playing with her granddaughter, experimenting with close-up photography 

or hunting out the nearest lighthouse when traveling with her family on trips to curling  

bonspiels. 

 Her first convention was in 1988 in Chicago, Illinois.  The state Leader at that time 

had asked her to come to assist (In retrospect ï it was his way of getting her involved so she 

could take over when he left Cornell.)  She has been coming every since.  While she has 

enjoyed them all, the Texas convention stands out due to the cattle roping and sharp 

shooting that everyone was able to try their hands at. 

 During her time with NJHA, she has attended conventions as chaperone, parent 

(both of her children made it onto the state 4-H team),  State Leader for New York , Digital 

Imagery Project Chair, Still Film Project Chair, assisting with awards preparation, and 

Secretary to the NJHF Foundation Board.  She has seen several changes over the years.  

Many of the youth are being pulled in multiple directions and the decision on participation 

has become difficult as states put new mandates on school attendance policies.  With all 

this, we have seen a decline in participation in many of the wonderful projects available to 

convention delegates.  Even with this decline in mind, she still feels that NJHA will rise 
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again and show that the youth of today will keep the horticulture industry alive by ñGoing 

and Growing.ò 

 Her favorite food is pasta, Alfredo and salad.  While she loves to grow brussel 

sprouts or use as specimens for the local and state horticulture contest, it is one food that 

you will not find her eating. If she has a day that she does not have to be productive she 

loves to sit back and watch a movie. Her favorite movies are ones which star Sandra 

Bullock or Queen Latiffa: Hairspray was especially enjoyable.  Coming from the north, it 

really disturbs her when people canôt take a moment to clean the snow from their cars and 

try to drive in traffic viewing the road from only a small peep-hole cleared on the 

windshield. 

 Her mother was her true inspiration in life.  She lead all seven of us kids (one boy 

followed by six girls) to believe we could be whatever we desire to be, to work hard, and 

make sure we take time to enjoy the small, everyday things that surrounded us. 

 She is not sure what people donôt know about her as over the years many stories 

have been shared with her ñNJHAò family ï and she hopes to have several more years to 

continue sharing and creating these memories of a lifetime. 

 

EILEEN M. BOYLE  
 

 
 

Eileen M. Boyle resides in Delaware.  She is currently the Alumni Secretary.  She 

has a sister, Patty and three brothers, Bill, Jim and Robby.  Her education consists of AAS-

Essex Agricultural College, and BS ï University of Delaware.  Eileenôs job consists of 

horticulturalist, 4 -H Volunteer Coordinator, Master Gardener Coordinator for University 

of Maryland.  Her hobbies include traveling, reading, gardening and genealogy.  Her 

favorite food is ham and food she refuses to eat is liver.  Favorite movie is Harvey, The 

Rabbit and Groundhog Day.  Eileen likes to spend a day with family, friends and going 

places.  Pet Peeve is cold weather.  Eileenôs life goals are masterôs degree, travel to Ireland 

and a home in Key West.  Her father, Frances Boyle has been the person who has mostly 
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inspired her.  Something most people donôt know about her is she loves antique car shows 

and would like to try sky diving some day. 
 Her first year in NJHA was in 2001 in Erlanger, Kentucky.  Eileenôs first memory of 

NJHA was when Mike Ensor invited her to help coach.  Her favorite NJHA convention was  

in St. Louis, Missouri.  The different areas and aspects of NJHA she has been involved in 

are co-coaching the Maryland team and serving as an alumni officer from 2006 to present.  

Since Eileen has been active in NJHA, she has seen more diverse in technology and her 

feeling of the future of NJHA is more education in biotech. 

 

MEGAN A. BULAND  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Megan resides in Kentucky.  Her family consists of her Mom, Julie and her father, 

Jerry.  She has two brothers, Ethan and Nolan.  She graduated from high school and is 

currently in college as a freshman.  She is a student, Singletary Center (usher).  Her 

hobbies are baking, writing, reading, outdoors, calligraphy and volunteering.  Her favorite 

food is peanut butter and honey on toast and food she refuses to eat is zucchini.  Her 

favorite movie is Fly Away Home and favorite way to spend a day is baking, reading and 

being outdoors.  Her pet peeve is stacks of flyers that are not uniform.  Meganôs life goals 

are to make the world more beautiful and be who God wants her to be.  The person whom 

has inspired her is her mother, Julie and something that most people do not know abut her 

is that she is very afraid of spiders. 

 Her first year active in NJHA was in 2007 in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  First memory 

was meeting some really AWESOME officers.  She cannot choose a favorite convention.  

Megan has been involved in ID and Judging, Essay, Experimental, YC and 

Extemporaneous.  She feels the future of NJHA is that many new younger contest 

participants will attend convention. 
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SHIRLEY  BUTT 
 

 
 

Shirley Butt  resides in Wisconsin.  She has two daughters, Debbie and Denyce and 

one son (deceased) and son in law Mike Lamantia.  She graduated from Whitewater High 

School and Madison Area Tech College.  She is a private duty respiratory nurse and 

farmer.  Her hobbies include gardening, painting, reading and traveling.  Her favorite 

foods are fresh blackberries and seafood.  Food she refuses to eat is peanut butter, 

cornbread and grits.  Favorite movie is Steel Magnolias.  Her favorite way to spend a day is 

in the garden and orchard, traveling and exploring local and distance places.  Her pet 

peeve is people that are always late.  Life goals are to keep on being a nurse and organic 

farmer and to love my children and grandchildren.  The person who mostly inspired her 

was her father.  Her dad would always tell her ñyou can never have too many flowers.ò 

 Her first year active in NJHA was in 1984 in Michigan.  First memory of NJHA was 

on July 1984, calling her husband and telling him that Debbie and two others had won this 

contest and we were going to go to the convention in Michigan.  They were to be the 

chaperones and transportation.  The different areas of NJHA she has been involved in was 

 in 1999 to 2006, she was Alumni president and she was also on the planning committee and 

she still continues to chair the speech contests. 
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CAROLE S. CARNEY 
 

 
 

Carole S. Carney, her two poodles, Joy and Candi, one cat, frogs and fish reside in 

Pennsylvania.  Carole was married to John Carney whom passed away in May 2001. She 

has a daughter Connie (past officer of NJHA) whom is married to Clark Bruner and they 

have three children, Abigail, Elizabeth and John Clark.  Carole has been the NJHF 

Executive Secretary from 1999 to present.  She graduated from Laura Lamar High School 

in 1957 and immediately started to work as a receptionist for Servad, Inc in Indiana, 

Pennsylvania. Upon retiring from the receptionist position, she then started her own 

business which was a greenhouse, florist shop and craft shop named Farm and Garden 

Center in Homer City.  Her responsibilities at the Farm and Garden Center were ordering 

cut flowers, craft supplies and maintaining the greenhouses. Hobbies include gardening, 

genealogy and grandchildren.  Favorite food is Italian and food she refuses to eat is liver.  

She does not do movies.  Her favorite way to spend a day is with her grandchildren and 

spending time in the yard around the water garden.  Her pet peeve is people driving 

around talking on cell phones.  Life goals are to set excellent examples for her 

grandchildren. The persons whom have inspired Carole are her mother and father.  

Something that most people donôt know about her is she used to water ski and surf board 

ride.  She also is an honorary chapter member of the United FFA and has received the 

honorary Keystone Degree. 

Her first year in NJHA was in 1988 in Chicago, Illinois.  First memory of NJHA was 

when her daughter, Connie came home from NJHA Horticulture Contest competition and 

was really excited.  That is when Carole had to go and see what it was all about and has 

been attending ever since.  Her favorite NJHA convention was in Williamsburg, Virginia.  
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The different areas of NJHA that she has been involved in are coaching teams from 

Pennsylvania, parental support and serving as NJHF Executive Secretary.  NJHA has  

changed in a way that our enrollment has declined and for the future of NJHA.  Carole 

feels that there needs to be more involvement from more states. 

 

THOMAS CLARK  

 

 
 

Thomas Clark and his wife, Sandy, reside in Massachusetts.  Tom has a 1992 B. S. 

in Plant and Soil Science, University of Massachusetts and attended from 1990-1991 

Threave School of Horticulture in Scotland.  He is the collections and grounds manager at 

Polly Hill Arboretum on the island of Marthaôs Vineyard, Massachusetts.  His hobbies 

include plant exploration, gardening, hiking, kayaking, photography and traveling.  His 

favorite food is freshly baked bread.  He refuses to eat olives.  Some of his favorite movies 

are Raiders of the Lost Ark, Crash, Hoosiers, Jaws, Monte Pythonôs and The Holy Grail.  

  A favorite way for him to spend a day is gardening or hiking with his wife Sandy.  

His pet peeve is people who state and represent their opinions as if they were fact; people 

who deny that human activities are devastating the planet.  His life goals are to live simply 

and responsibly; hike the Appalachian Trail; write a book, and relearn to play the piano.  

The one who had inspired him the most was his father.  Something people donôt know 

about him is he thinks out loud a lot when he is alone. 

 His first year active in NJHA was in 1985 in Lexington, Kentucky.  His first memory 

of NJHA was a state training session during which he visited a local garden center, grocery 

store and the Smith College Botanical Garden.  His favorite NJHA convention was in 
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Lexington, Kentucky.  The entire convention experience was new, all the people, the 

excitement of the contests, and simply visiting a place he had never been.  The different 

areas of NJHA that he has been involved in were being a youth participant in the 

horticulture contest and sporadically in the photography contest.  He has served as the 

coach for the Massachusetts team and then took over the responsibility of writing the 

written exam for the national horticulture contest and continues to do so today and also 

serves on the board.  He feels that the number of youth participating at the national level 

has declined and this has led NJHA to reexamine its role and its mission.  Horticulturally 

speaking, NJHA has continued to change and has adapted well to horticultural trends, 

advancements and research.  Tom feels that the future of NJHA is that as long as the 

organization remains true to its mission, keeps up with the world of horticulture and 

maintains and further develops the interest of youth and past participants, NJHA will be 

well poised to positively influence generations of horticulturists. 

 

EDWIN A . CROSBY 
 

 
 

Edwin bas born in Greenwich, Connecticut on May 18, 1924.  He remained there 

with his sister and parents until he graduated from Greenwich High School in 1942.  He 

attended college at the University of Connecticut and completed one semester before being 

called to duty in the Navy V 12 program.  They sent him to Wesleyan University in 

Middletown Connecticut for three more semesters before he was sent to Notre Dame for 

officer training.  To make a long story short, he spent the remainder of the war at varied 

bases in the U.S. as an Ensign in communications.  With his three years of service credit, he 

was able to complete his studies at University of Connecticut and receive his BS in 

Horticulture. Although  he intended to go into farming with his father, the professors at 

University of Connecticut talked him into graduate school at the University of California at 

Davis working as a research assistant.  He went on to receive his MS in Pomology and a 

PhD in Plant Physiology. 
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He chose to take a job at Rutgers University as an Assistant Professor, but after a 

year and a half, with a wife and two children, he was offered a job at the National Canners 

Association in Washington for a sizeable salary increase.  He took the job offered and 

remained with the NCA, later the National Food Processors Association for twenty seven 

years, before he was asked to retire early. 

 During his stay with the NCA/NFPA he started as the Assistant Director of the Raw 

Products Research Bureau, a two man job with a secretary to help.  When his boss retired 

in about ten years, he became Director of the newly named Agriculture Division.  It was in 

the period between 1956 and 1966 that with the help of a Public Relations firm from New 

York City, the Canning Crops Contest was conducted.  The National Junior Horticultural 

Foundation provided the young people to participate in the contest and we provided the 

funds to publicize and promote the event.  As a reward, the winner of the contest was 

brought to DC to tour the city and meet with their congressional representative.  

Obviously, numerous pictures were taken. 

 The Canning Crop Contest only lasted for about five years.  Finances, changing 

interests and new government programs needed our attention. In any event, through the 

years until 1983, he moved up the ladder to Sr. Vice President and Group Executive.  

Leaving NFPA, he took the job of President of the Agricultural Research Institute.  In 1986 

he retired from compensated work to enjoy world travel and volunteer work with people 

needing help at no cost. 

Dr. Edwin A Crosby resides in Maryland.  He has one daughter and 3 sons.  Edwin 

has been retired since 1989.  His hobbies are golf, gardening and traveling.  His favorite 

food is fruit and food he refuses to eat is raw shell fish.  His favorite movie is Gone With the 

Wind.  His favorite way to spend a day is fishing.  His pet peeve is thoughtless and careless 

drivers.  He states that his life goals will never be reached.  The person who has mostly 

inspired him is V C Davis Pomology Department head Dr. Tufts.  Something that most 

people donôt know about him is at 84, there is very little. 

 Edwinôs first year active in NJHA was in 1962 in Miami Beach, Florida and his first 

memory of NJHA was Grand B. Snyder in the 1960ôs.  His favorite convention was in 

Denver or Colorado Springs.  The different areas where he has been involved are Award 

Presentations, financial support and general help and advice.  He feels NJHA needs good 

adult support from horticulturist.  
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ALEX CULP  
 

 
 

Alex resides in California with her parents Jennifer and David and her Zoo of 30 + 

pets.  Her education consists of attending Cypress for transfer to California State 

University Long Beach for Bachelors in International Business and attending Orange 

Coast College for EMT Certification.  She is a stable Attendant at Disneyland Resortôs 

Circle D Ranch and cares for Disneyôs amazing horses and animals!  This includes staffing 

the kennel where they take in guest Dogs for the day, working the petting zoo, and her 

favorite:  barn duty where they care for and train the draft horses, miniature donkeys, 

birds, goats, sheep, cats, etc., and get the horses ready for Main Street or a wedding!  

Basically, itôs my dream job +.  Her hobbies are aviation/flying, Pacific Coast Inter-

Collegiate Flying Assoc. going to Disneyland, Lindy, Charleston (swing) dancing, learning 

about horses and animals, writing, developing cartoon strips, culinary arts, ornamental 

and landscape horticulture, traveling, music, being proactive about the environment, 

surfing, spending time with family and good friends, and reading like crazy.  Her favorite 

food is chocolate shakes and food she refuses to eat is sushi.  Her favorite movies are Pride 

& Prejudice, Legally Blonde and Miss Congeniality.  Alexôs favorite way to spend a day is 

working hard at Disneyland creating magic for guests through her love of animals and 

often unexpected sense of humor.  Her pet peeve is general rudeness (Thereôs simply no 

need for it...)  Her life goals are to earn her Bachelors, Masters, and PhD ( or find a way to 

afford Med School), keep learning and growing, continue finding what makes her happy 

(career wise, get married and start a family, raise young NJHAôrs into successful young 

adults!, buy a horse as part of her mid-life crisis, maybe two, retire on a hill overlooking 
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horses and become the local Crazy Cat Lady, arrive at the grave skidding in sideways, 

totally worn out, shouting ñHoly cowéwhat a rideò, and then, she is going to Disneyland. 

(Haunted Mansion to be exact.) The person who has mostly inspired her is her mother.  

She has always been the biggest inspiration in her life.  She is her #1 fan, and biggest 

supporter .  She has learned so much from her and only hopes to be half the mother to her 

own kids as sheôs been for her.  Something most people donôt know about her is she keeps a 

Cockatiel, a yellow canary, and two parakeets in her room for company.  They are all 

named for a favorite hobby of hers: Jitterbug, Charleston, Lindy and Hop. 

 Her first year in NJHA was in 2006 in Nebraska and her first memory of NJHA are 

the convention delegates from Maryland initiating her as one of them on the ride from the 

airport.  Her favorite convention changed her life and opened her eyes to the world of 

horticulture.  Horticulture became é INTERESTING!  The different areas and aspects of 

NJHA that she has been involved in are California State Plant Science/Horticulture 

Program, NJHA Officer Team.  She feels that NJHA has changed in a way since she has 

started with NJHA is she keeps getting older and contestants keep getting younger!  She 

sees the future of NJHA as a tree, strong and vibrant and full of life on a warm autumn 

day.  This is always the image she has in mind when she thinks of NJHA, only when she 

thinks about the future of NJHA, the image somehow glows brighter; warmer, with rays of 

golden sun streaming through the leaves.ðShe believes that NJHA has a beautiful future. 

 

MIKE ENSOR  
 

 
 

Mike Ensor resides in Maryland.  He has a brother and Sister-In-Law, nephew, 

niece and many cousins.  His dad is in great health and mom is deceased.  Mike has a 

Bachelor of Science in Horticulture from University of Maryland and Master of Science in 

Agriculture and Natural Resources from University of Maryland.  He works as an 

Extension Educator and Master Gardener Coordinator for the University of Maryland.  

His hobbies include gardening, snow skiing, swimming and traveling.  Mikeôs favorite food 

is anything Italian and refuses to eat wild game.  He enjoys the Alfred Hitchcock movies.  

His favorite way to spend a day during spring and fall is in the garden, summer at the 
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beach and winter on the ski slopes.  His pet peeve is just another report to do.  Mikeôs life 

goal is to retire from the University one day and travel.  The person who mostly inspired 

him is Dr. Richard Wootton.  Something most people donôt know about him is he showed 

dairy cattle during his 4-H years. 

 His first memory of NJHA was traveling to NJHA Convention as State Leader in a 

university van with youth and Mr. George Marvin (volunteer) following him in another 

university van and the youth in his van held up signs saying we are out of gas.  He thought 

this was a joke since both of us were driving brand new University of Maryland vans filled 

with gas as they left campus.  Sure enough, George Marvin was out of gas only because he 

had the emergency break on the whole time and Mike never heard the end of why he didnôt 

pull off the next exit for George to refuel.  Of course, Mike still had a half tank of gas left.  

Mike has enjoyed all conventions.  The different areas Mike has been involved in are 

chairing the 1989 convention in Maryland and the 2000 convention in Maryland/Virginia, 

Co-chairing the 2009 convention in Pennsylvania.  In the past he has chaired Young 

America Contest and Essay Contest, served on the Horticulture Contest committee since 

1985 and serving as National Advisor to the NJHA officer team since 2003.  Mike feels that 

NJHA has changed since he started with the new website and it has become more 

challenging to encourage youth to participate with increase in cost of living and less 

sponsorship.  Mike feels NJHA will continue to ñGo and Growò but must keep up with the 

 technology of todayôs world that will attract youth at a young age.  We must move forward 

and bring the history with us. 

 

ERIC FRASE 
 

 
 

Eric grew up in Preston, Maryland and currently resides close by in Easton, 

Maryland.  He works as an Environmental Specialist for the Maryland Environmental 

Service.  In his position, he provides engineering and environmental monitoring services 

for the State of Maryland.  He also owns and operates a catering company, BBQ and 

Beyond, which he founded in 2005. 
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 He has always been active in gardening and horticulture through 4-H and growing 

up on his familyôs farm.  He became interested in horticulture judging though when his 

mother Mary Ann began coaching the county 4-H horticulture team.  In 1998, he competed 

and won a spot on the Maryland State Horticulture Team.  He then attended his first 

NJHA convention that fall in Memphis, Tennessee.  After attending, he stayed in contact 

with people he met, became a Youth Coordinator, and then a Maryland State Horticulture 

Association officer.  In 2003, he was elected as a NJHA National Officer to the Northeast 

Director position.  In the following years, he then served as President and Past President.  

Today, Eric is still active in NJHA serving as the Chairperson for the Environment 

Awareness Project and the Experimental Horticulture Project.  In addition, he is currently 

serving as Vice-President of the NJHF Alumni Association and serves on the NJHF Board 

of Trustees. 

 

DEBBIE GEGARE 
 

 
 

Debbie resides in Wisconsin along with her daughter, Lexi and two Pomeranians, 

Jasmine and Sophie. She has attended some higher education classes here and there.  She 

works with Catholic charities and with adults with developmental disabilities and part time 

as DJ at local country radio station.  Debbieôs favorite food is Italian  especially chicken 

scaloppini and food she refuses to eat is liver.  Her favorite movie is Ice Castles with Lynn 

Holly Johnson and her favorite way to spend a day is with her daughter and dogs either in 

the garden, park, riding bike or  just laying low.  Her life goals are to promote NJHA, 

further her broadcasting career and figure out the rest of her goals.  The person who 

mostly inspired her was her dad and something most people donôt know about her is 

regarding NJHA is her daughter took her first steps at a NJHA convention in Niagara Falls 

in 1995, and she hasnôt been able to keep her home since. 

 Her first year active in NJHA was in 1984 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  She 

represented Wisconsin as a youth and was on the first 4-H team from Wisconsin. Her first 

memory of NJHA was at the 50
th

 anniversary where everything was exciting, grand and 

awesome.  She then knew that she wanted to continue with the organization.  She has no 
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favorite convention.  They were all great.  The different areas of NJHA she has been 

involved in are a youth delegate, youth coordinator, youth National Poster Contest 

Chairman, Officer, Alumni member, State Leader and coach and now National Co 

Advisor.  She feels that NJHA has changed in a way that not as many delegates attend and 

some states donôt even attend anymore.  Debbie would love to see NJHA grow and feels 

that we all need to do is to promote our wonderful organization. 

 

TOM GREEN 
 

 
 

Tom Green resides in Ohio.  He is unmarried with no children.  He has one brother 

in Florida and 2 sisters who live locally with several nieces and nephews who are an 

important part of his l ife and his mom lives locally.  Tomôs one sister is a florist.  Tom has 

an Associate Degree in Applied Science-Ohio State University - 1976 in Landscape 

Horticulture.  He has done additional course work with Ohio State University, Kent State 

University and the University of Akron.  He is currently self employed commissioned Sales 

Representative for Wholesale Nurseries-specializing in bare root shade and ornamental 

trees and was a High School Horticulture Teacher and Landscaper and truck farmer.  His 

hobbies are old cars, spending time with family and friends, volunteering in service clubs 

and professional organizations and youth organizations such as NJHA.  Tomôs favorite  

food is fruits and vegetables with apples being his most favorite.  There are very few foods 

he refuses to eat.  He likes to try new foods.  He does not think he would enjoy caviar.  His 

favorite movie is Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid.  Favorite way to spend a day is 

being in nature and walking his dog outside in all kinds of weather and think.  He enjoys 

reading when he has the time.  He also enjoys working with his hands and creating things 

such as an attractive landscape and enjoys pruning overgrown plants.  His pet peeve is 

people who complain about little things.  He believes most of us are very blessed and ought 

to be thankful for what we have and take NOTHING for granted.  We need to constantly 

look for the good in ourselves, in others and in life.  Our happiness has very little to do with  

what we have or do not have.  Rather, it is very dependent on our outlook and attitude.  His 

life goals are to glorify God and enjoy and praise his name forever.  It is really hard to 
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choose only one person who has mostly inspired him.  He was very inspired by a High 

School Agriculture Teacher and FFA Advisor who saw potential in him and encouraged 

him to get involved, grow, believe in him and ñtoot his own hornò.  He really ñgained 

momentumò once someone encouraged him and helped him figure out his gifts and 

potential.  His grandfather was also a great influence in his horticulture choice (vegetable 

farmer) as was his neighbors (He was their gardener), his first ñrealò employer. There were 

 and still are many others he owes a lot to.  His father whom he shares many traits with has 

also inspired him.  Something he has always believed is that everyone needs an encourager 

or two when they are young (usually outside your immediate family).  He can name several 

and feels that he owes them much.  They, in turn, have inspired him to ñgive backò as they 

helped him.  A rewarding experience is to actually sit down and write these people a note 

about what they have meant to him and send it to them.  Something most people donôt 

know about him is after this much detail on him, you probably wish you knew less. 

 Tomôs first year active in NJHA was in 1986 in North Carolina.  His first memory of 

NJHA was when he took one student to compete in a speech competition on making maple 

syrup.  He was impressed with a floral design workshop he attended and with Wib Justi 

and his ñpress roomò to communicate the importance of NJHA and spread the word of itsô 

existence.  He was involved as a teacher and coach from 1986-2002.  He coached and was 

active with his students on an annual basis at their state activities every year.  He currently 

still serves on the state board as Secretary but we have seen a great decline in involvement.  

As a teacher, he was only able to attend the National Convention every few years with his 

students because of limited financial resources and support of the school administration.  

After leaving teaching, he has been very active as a national board member and has helped 

with convention planning.  He was very involved with planning the 2005 National 

Convention in Cleveland, Ohio and has helped with planning the 2009 convention in 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He has seen less people involved in things like National 

Convention.  He has always enjoyed NJHA and thinks that NJHA is important and 

relevant as a vehicle to introduce, teach and encourage careers and avocations in 

horticulture.  He feels that we need to ñget back to our rootsò and focus on the original 

intentions of HYCEL, especially the career exploration and development.  He hopes NJHA 

continues as a way to encourage young people to get excited about horticulture as a 

vocation and avocation and have a passion for their careers in the horticultural field.  The 

intrinsic rewards of being involved in horticulture need to be impressed and ingrained in  

young people so they, too, may enjoy all that the industry offers.  He feels that people need 

to return to the basics of life and be proud of working hard and getting their hands dirty to 

make a living or as a hobby. 
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AMY M . GREENAMYER  
 

 
 

Amy M. Greenamyer resides in Chicago, Illinois but she is originally from Angola, 

Indiana.  She is single with no children.  She has a B. A. in Environmental Science with a 

concentration in Horticulture and a minor of Visual Arts from Olivet College, Olivet, 

Michigan. She graduated in May of 1997.  She is currently working as a Horticultural 

Therapist for  an Adult Day Center in Skokie, Illinois called Great Opportunities.  She also 

has a small gardening business on the side called A. Manageable Garden by Amy.  Hobbies 

are all things Scottish.  She love Scottish Country Dancing and going to Highland Games 

and festivals.  She also plays the piano, hand bells and loves to sing.  Gardening and 

planting flowers for others to enjoy, going for walks, cooking, reading, journaling and 

scrap booking as well as spending times with family, friends and loved ones.  Her favorite 

foods include chicken Korma and shepherdôs pie.  She also enjoys a good fish and chip 

meal from her favorite chippy at the bottom of the town in Castle Douglas, Scotland. She 

refuses to eat squid, octopus and beets.  Her favorite movies are Forget Paris followed 

closely by Far and Away, A Few Good Men, Jerry Maguire and Miss Potter.  Her favorite 

way to spend a day is going for a walk and having a Coke slurpee.  Reading a book outside 

in the warm sunshine while laying in a hammock drinking a cup of tea, hot chocolate or 

glass of wine and spending time with someone she loves, having dinner at a nice restaurant 

and finishing up the evening dancing or having a hot bath.  Her pet peeve is people who are 

impatient at intersections and honk their horns the minute the light turns green or people 

who are behind you and think that you should turn right on a red, and honk their horn to 

get you to travel on.  Amyôs live goals are to obtain her Masterôs degree in Horticulture or 

Horticulture Therapy, hopefully to work for the Peace Corp and then to obtain a full time 

position within the Horticulture field, either working as an Extension Agent or with 
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organizations doing Urban Gardening and Horticulture Therapy.  She would love to do her 

Masterôs through the University of Delaware and Longwood Gardens, or with a state  

school in the Midwest.  She has been dreaming of someday becoming a Director of 

Horticulture for a botanical garden or arboretum; and pray that someday she findôs 

herself working again for a botanical garden.  Her dream location has always been the 

Chicago Botanical Gardens.  The persons who have mostly inspired are her mother and 

father.  They have helped and encouraged her so much along the way and especially within  

the NJHA organization. She also believes her motherôs youngest sister, Judy has 

encouraged her because she has a great career, and went back for her Masterôs in her 

mid40ôs traveled and experience life before getting married at 30, and has two beautiful 

children and a wonderful husband.  Something most people donôtô know about her is she 

just wants to be loved, appreciated and understood.  She really wants to understand and 

love herself, even when she doesnôt feel loved by others.  She prays that someday she will 

find a loving husband to spend her life with and who wants to have children.  She also 

prays that when she dies, people will always remember her love of flowers and that her 

 time here on earth was spent getting others to enjoy and appreciate the beauty of GODôS 

world. 

Her first year active in NJHA was 1990 in Green Bay, Wisconsin.  Her first memory 

of NJHA was the hotel she stayed at in Green Bay, Wisconsin.  It was beautiful and all 

floor levels were open to the atrium, so you could see people walking above and below.  The 

state groups hung banners off of the walls, so you could see where people were from, spirit, 

excitement and enthusiasm were all over.  For a small town girl from Indiana who was only 

15 at the time, it was a wonderful overwhelming experience.  Her favorite convention was 

in Biloxi, Mississippi in 1994.  She was the NJHA youth President.  The weather, locations, 

casino and pirate theme and the people that made that year happen, despite the fact there 

was a fire in the hotel where we were staying.  The different areas she has been involved in 

were the leadership team from the Indiana Youth delegations, as well as participating in 

the speeches and demonstrations.  In 1992, she was elected to the National Youth Officer 

Team and remained active in various offices though 1995 serving as NJHA president in 

1994.  She has remained active with NJHA on the Board of Trustees, with the Alumni 

Association and serving since 1999 as the Awards Chair.  She applied for and was awarded  

the Scottish Gardening Scholarship and spent a year from 1998-1999 living and working at 

the Threave School of Gardening in Castle Douglas, Scotland.  Since joining NJHA in 1990, 

she has been to almost every convention missing only two; the 1996 and 1998 conventions.  

She feels since she started with NJHA 18 years ago, we have dropped quite steadily in  

youth and adults in attendance; and the past few years we have averaged half that.  She 

still sees the excitement, the interest and the passion for this organization from those that 

do attend convention, but she would love to see our numbers grow again.  She sees the 

future of NJHA as a thriving one where youth continue to come learn about plants, and can 

share their enthusiasm and passion with others from all over the 50 state.  She thinks that 

is one of the best aspects of this organization, and the fast that it showcases horticulture 

careers to young adults throughout the United States. 
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BYRON HACKER  
 

 
 

Byron and his wife reside in Wisconsin.  They have three children.  Byron has a BA 

in Sociology and Education.  Byron and his wife have a florist shop and Byron is retired as 

a Juvenile Court Social Worker.  His hobbies include plants and cactus.  Byronôs favorite 

food is lobster and food he refuses to eat is cottage cheese.  His favorite movie is ET and his 

favorite way to spend a day is just having fun and spending time with grandchildren.  His 

pet peeve is people who think they are better than everyone else.  His life goals are to be 

able to keep living and functioning the way he has been doing.  The person who has mostly 

inspired Byron is his school teacher from first thru fifth grade.  Something that most 

people donôt know about him is lots of things and difficult to pick just one. 

Byronôs first year active in NJHA was in 2003 in Milwaukee and his first memory 

was having four youth from his county represent Wisconsin at NJHA convention in St. 

Louis, Missouri.  His favorite NJHA convention was in Omaha, Nebraska at the Corn 

Maze.  The different areas that he has been involved in are ID contest, State Advisor and 

Alumni member.  He feels attendance has dropped but the youth involved are very 

committed to the field and we must continue to be strong and work towards other states 

getting involved to keep our numbers up and that we are struggling like many other 

organizations. 
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PAUL HARTMAN  
 

 
 

Paul Hartman and his wife Ann reside in Wisconsin.  They have two daughters, 

Trinity and Paula and Son-in-law, James.  Paul has a BS and MS from the University of 

Wisconsin.  He recently retired from the Brown County UW Extension Service working for 

30 years as the Brown County Horticulture Agent.  His hobbies include wood turning, 

cross-country skiing, running, swimming and hiking.  Favorite food is ice cream and he 

rarely eats Brussel Sprouts.  Favorite movie is Amazing Grace.  His favorite way to spend a 

day is hiking in the mountains in New Mexico.  Life goals are to help others to be best they 

can before God.  His father has been the individual who has inspired him most.  Something 

most people donôtô know about Paul is he has run 10,000 meter races since 1978. 

 His first year in NJHA was in 1985.  The convention was in Kentucky.  First 

memory of NJHA was in 1983 state NJHA contest.  Favorite NJHA convention was in 

Williamsburg, Virginia.  The different areas and aspects of NJHA he has been involved in 

are being on the Board/State Chair.  Since Paul has been active in NJHA, he has seen less 

participation.  His feelings for the future of NJHA are lots of work at local level to bring 

more students. 
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MARIA HOLL  
 

 
 

 Maria resides in Wisconsin with her parents, Dolores and Bernard and sisters Irene, 

Anna and brother Greg.  Maria attended University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, Land Use 

Planning Major.  She is a student and campus security.  Her favorite food is ethnic foods ï 

sushi and stuffed grape leaves.  She refuses to eat most condiment (ketchup, mayo, ranch, 

sour cream).  Some of her favorite movies are Secondhand Lions, October Sky, and Follow 

that Dream.  Her favorite way to spend a day is to be in the kitchen. Mariaôs life goals are 

Peace Corps travel and spend the rest of her life in a different country.  Her Aunt Carol is 

the one who has mostly inspired her.  Something most people donôt know about her is she 

spent the summer in Kenya planning a 50 acre woodlot for commercial purposes, also a 

sorority girl and president of NJHA. 

 Her first memory of NJHA was becoming a YC because her older sister made her 

do it.  Her favorite NJHA convention was Wisconsin convention and hanging out with 

Jerrad Howard (KY) and WI FFA girls.  Maria has been involved as a YC 2003-2005 and 

officer 2005-2009.  She feels that NJHA has changed in a way that we have lost a lot of 

members, nobody returns, some of the tours have lost site of the purpose of being 

horticultural, lacking state spirit, but a few adults push the spirit of the 80s upon us instead 

of letting us create our own NJHA traditions.  She sees the future of NJHA to be greater 

turnover in youth officers could be beneficial in bringing in more new members.  
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MARTHA KECKLER  
 

 
 

Martha resides in Pennsylvania with her family.  She is the middle child of seven 

children and also a twin.  She attended Longwood Gardens and has a certificate in 

ornamental plants and landscape design.  She is owner of Keckler Landscaping.  Her 

hobbies are anything outdoors, playing guitar and eating.  Favorite food is corn chips and 

food she refuses to eat, well that depends on how hungry she is.  Her favorite movie is Ice 

Age.  Her favorite way to spend a day is working and her  life goals are building her 

business.  The person who has mostly inspired her is Thomas Edison.  Something that 

people doesnôt know about her is she is a twin and she started her own business at age 14 

Her first year active in NJHA was in 2003 in North Carolina.  Marthaôs favorite 

convention was in Nebraska.  She has been a YC and also Secretary.  She feels the future of 

NJHA is to have more youth involved.  She feels NJHA has changed to become more tech 

savvy.  Martha is also on the 2009 convention planning committee. 
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KEV IN MURPHY  
 

 
 

Kevin Murphy and his wife, Sue reside in New York.  They have two step 

daughters, Nelli and Erin. His education consists of ASS, Morrisville (NY) State College; 

BA, St. Bonaventure University; Lead New York (Empire State Food and Agricultural 

Leadership Institute.)  His job is VP-Member Relations of Pro-Fac Cooperative, Inc.  

Hobbies include golf, watching most sports and reading.  Kevin has stated he has too many 

favorite foods to list.  Food that he refuses to eat is liver, most sushi and lamb.  Favorite 

movie is Yankee Doodle Dandy and loves Cagney.  His favorite way to spend a day is being 

in a Major League baseball park on a warm sunny day.  A pet peeve of his is educated 

people who cannot write a coherent sentence or paragraph.  A life goal of Kevinôs is  

everyone should make a difference in another personôs life.  The person who has mostly 

inspired him is his father of 93 and still continues to inspire him. 

 His first year in NJHA was in 1966 in St. Louis, Missouri.  First memory of NJHA 

was in 1964 when his brother participated. Kevin has listed several favorite conventions.  

They are New York City, Denver, Miami Beach and Chicago.  The different areas and 

aspects of NJHA he has been involved in are Production and Marketing as a youth and  

Board of Trustees as an adult.  Since Kevin has been active in NJHA, he has seen a change 

of being smaller, as rural youth have many more opportuniti es and activities.  His feelings 

of the future of NJHA are that it will only continue as long as it is relevant to enough 

participants and sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 52 

 

CAROL S NORDEN 
 

 
 

Carol S. Norden and her husband, Roger reside in North Carolina.  They have 3 

boys, David who is a landscape architect in Vienna, Virginia, Daniel who is in research for 

Conrad Faford, Inc. in Anderson, South Carolina and Peter who is at home.  She has a 

teaching background with a Masters degree in Education, has done additional course 

work, and she is a North Carolina Certified Environmental Educator.  She currently is a 

Horticulture Program Assistant with Wake County Cooperative Extension part time and 

she also does volunteer jobs.  Hobbies are gardening and family.  Carol does not have a 

favorite food.  She enjoys almost anything.  She refuses to eat liver.  She is not a movie 

person.  Her favorite way to spend a day is to be with her family.  Her life goals are to help 

others.  No one person in particular has inspired her, but over the years many have led by 

example.  Something most people donôt know about her is she has attended the last eleven 

NJHA conventions. 

 Her first year was in 1997 at Williamsburg, Virginia.  Her first memory of NJHA 

was the1986 NJHA convention in Raleigh, North Carolina, which was her first exposure to  

the organization.  Her sons, David and Daniel both received Young America Grand 

National Awards for Gardening.  On the way home, they both said they would do it again 

and again and they did.  Both boys pursued horticulture degrees and are employed in 

related fields. Her favorite NJHA convention was in 1997 in Williamsburg, Virginia.  Since 

that is one of her favorite places to visit, and it was an opportunity to learn more about 

NJHA. She has been involved primarily in the Young America Project.  She does have 

concerns with the organization numbers dwindling and she would like to see the 

organization reenergized and grow! 
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JAMES V PAROCHETTI  

 

 
 

James V. Parochetti, Sr resides in Virginia.  He has four adult children and his 

education consists of a BS, University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana, 1962 MS. Purdue 

University, Lafayette, Indiana 1964 PHD. Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana in 1967.   

He works as a National Program Leader-Plant and Animal Sciences, US Department of 

Agriculture, Cooperative Research, Education, and Extension Service, Washington, DC. 

Jimôs hobby is gardening.  His favorite food is Italian and there is not much he refuses to 

eat.  Favorite movies are Driving Miss Daisy, To Kill a Mocking Bird, Gone with the Wind 

and Wizard of Oz.  His favorite way to spend a day is on the beach and pet peeve is people 

using cell phones while driving.  He has 41 plus years of professional service and 

 is looking forward to retiring and workin g on the antiques (furniture) that he has collected 

that need to be repaired.  His high school Latin teacher has been the one who has inspired 

him the most.  Something people donôt know about him is not much. 

 His first year active in NJHA was in 1957 in Springfield, Illinois.  His first memory 

of NJHA was his first year attending.  Favorite NJHA convention was in 1962 in Detroit, 

Michigan.  Jim was involved as a National Officer, President in 1962 and now serves  

on the board.  Since he has been active in NJHA, he has seen the name change from 

National Junior Vegetable Growers Association to National Junior Horticultural 

Association.  He looks for a continued interest by adult leaders involving youth in 

Horticulture as a career and life-long interest if not a career. 
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MICHAEL RETHWISCH  
 

 
 

 Michael Rethwisch and his wife Dana reside in Nebraska.  They have three children 

Cassandra, Adam and Alesha.  He has a Bachelor of Science at the University of Nebraska 

in Lincoln.  His majors were Entomology, Agronomy and minor in Life Sciences.  Master 

of Science at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln.  Major was Entomology.  Post mastersô 

education (some classes) from University of Hawaii.  Michael is an Extension Educator at 

the University of Nebraska, Lincoln.  His favorite food is pasta and food he refuses to eat is 

Sushi.  Favorite movie is Itôs A Wonderful Life.  Favorite way to spend a day is reading.  

His life goals are to continue to help others succeed.  Many people have inspired him in a 

way that they have contributed to keeping him involved with various aspects of his 

life/interests.  It is difficult to single any one person out for this honor.  Something most 

people donôt know about him is that he was featured in a segment on CNNôs ñScience and 

Technologyò in the late 1980ôs 

His first year active in NJHA was in 1995 at Niagara Falls, New York.  The states he 

represents are Arizona 1995-1998, California 1999-2006 and Nebraska 2007 to present.  His 

first memory of NJHA was newsletters for winter/spring/summer of 2005.  His favorite 

NJHA convention was in Williamsburg, Virginia.  The areas of NJHA that he has been 

involved in are former Project Chairman for Environmental Awareness, former National 

Program Chairman, current chairman for Production Horticultu re Contest, served as 

advisor for many youth in many project areas, currently involved with Hort Connections 

Contest, served as State Leader for Arizona, California, assisting with Nebraska, continues 

to promote NJHA and potential involvement for youth.  He feels that NJHA has changed 

with fewer youth attending conventions, perhaps an indication of an increasingly urban 

population, as well as difficulties/more events competing for the attention and time of 

eligible youth, and costs to attend convention.  He sees in the future of NJHA that NJHA 

could be more involved in the digital and technology age, however, there is a dimensional 

difference between just seeing a picture and experiencing the real thing.  Youth of today 

move quickly, and waiting/patience is not necessarily characteristic.  Name recognition is 

also a hurdle for increasing youth participation as gardening and horticulture are not 
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necessarily terms with which most youth are equally cognizant.  People at the local and 

state levels are needed to champion and promote NJHA for youth in their area.  Without 

the local/state promotion it will be difficult for NJHA to grow.  Most youth thoroughly 

enjoy their NJHA experiences and gain much from them.  Being able to utilize these youth 

to promote NJHA upon return to their respective home areas would help publicize NJHA 

(plant the seed), but fertilizing  and watering encouragement, excitement, and training by 

leaders are also required for youth to become participants in NJHA.  

 

JIM SCHMIDT  
 

 
 

Jim Schmidt is a native of Illinois and has a Bachelor and Masterôs degrees in 

horticulture from the University of Illinois.  He is a horticulture specialist at the University 

of Illinois where he works with consumer horticulture programs, 4-H and youth gardening 

activiti es, teaches an undergraduate class in herbaceous plants, and works with the flower 

trials at the Arboretum.  He is also the National Program Chairman for NJHA and serves 

on the Board of National Garden Clubs, Inc. 

The one who mostly inspired him was an Extension agent who introduced him to 4-

H and his eventual career path.  His first active year with NJHA was in 1977 in North 

Carolina.  Many of them are memorable but mostly from the standpoint of the sheer 

number of people that used to attend the conventions and participate in the contests. Over 

the years, Jim has been involved in the Demonstration contests until he took over as 

National Program Chairman, where he oversees all the contests and activities of NJHA and 

their web site.  Though participation has declined over the years, he believes the 

organization has much to offer youth and feels there are new ways we can bring youth to 

NJHA and horticulture to youth.  
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ROBERT SMILEY  
 

 
 

Robert resides in Massachusetts and has two children, E. Heather and Robert.  He 

was educated at the University of Massachusetts.  He is retired. 

 His first year active in NJHA was in 1949 in Washington, D. C.  All conventions 

have been favorite ones to him.  The different areas where he has been active in are serving 

as state leader in Massachusetts, various positions at conventions and serving as board 

member and a financial supporter. 

 

DAN SMITH  
 

 
 

Dan Smith and his wife Stacy reside in Indiana.  They have two children, Austin and 

Andrea.  He graduated from high school and is now working in a restaurant.  His 
hobbies include cooking and collecting coffee mugs.  Favorite food is pizza and refuses to 

eat veggies.  Danôs favorite movie was Annie and his favorite way to spend a day is with his 
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children outside.  His pet peeve is people who drive slowly.  Live goals are to someday own 

his own restaurant.  His dad is the one who has mostly inspired him.  Something that most 

people donôt know about him is that he is a cancer survivor. His first year active in NJHA 

was in 1995 in Mississippi and his first memory was seeing all the great youth involved with 

the program.  Favorite convention was in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  The different areas of 

NJHA that he has been involved in are treasurer for the Alumni and serving on the board.  

He would like to see more young adults get involved in NJHA. 

 

LES & MARGARET SMITH  
 

 
 

Les and Margaret Smith reside in Michigan.  They have one daughter, Sheri 

Ackerman and two sons, David and Brian.  Les has a B. S. at Michigan State University, 

MA at Michigan State University.  He is a farmer and a retired fifth grade school teacher.  

His hobbies are involvement in Berrien County Youth Fair, farming and following MSU 

sport teams.  His favorite food is ice cream and refuses to eat rutabagas.  Lesôs favorite 

movie is the Ten Commandments.  His pet peeve is people who say one thing and do 

another.  The person who mostly inspired him is Mel Thompson, former county 4-H agent.  

Margaret has a Bachelors Degree in Education.  She taught for 7 years and was a stay at 

home mom for the remaining years.  Her hobbies include gardening, sewing and genealogy.  

Her favorite food is raspberries and food she refuses to eat is seafood.  Margaretôs favorite 

movie is Sound of Music.  Les and Margaret love to spend a day with their grandchildren 

and family.  Margaret would like to make a difference in the world-especially in others 

lives.  The person who has mostly inspired Margaret was her mother. 

 Lesôs first year active in NJHA was in Dallas and Margaret first year active was in 

Green Bay, Wisconsin.  Their first memory of NJHA was when their daughter Sheri 

participated on the Berrien Countyôs 4-H Judging team in 1986 and went on the Michigan 

team at Hunt Valley, Maryland.  Their two sons ï David and Brian ï later became active 

with NJHA.  Their favorite convention was in Williamsburg, Virginia.  One area Les has 

been involved in is judging demonstration contests.  Both Les and Margaret assist with 
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convention registration and serve as Co-chairs on NJHF Board of Trustees.  Margaret has 

also been involved in parental support and as a chaperone.  Les and Margaret feel there is 

a need to continue to reach out to young children to stimulate interests in NJHA in order to 

promote the organizationôs growth.  There is a continuing need for financial support 

especially from horticultural businesses and organizations as well as alumni.  They also see 

that NJHA has declined in number of participants and experienced a decrease in 

participation in demonstration and speeches.  These areas need reinforcement.  They are 

pleased with the success of Horticulture Connections.  They hope there is continued 

parental support for the youth and the organization. 

 

GREG STACK 
 

 
 

Greg Stack is currently an extension educator horticulture wit h the University of 

Illinois Extension.  His office is located in Lemont, Illinois which is about 30 miles south 

west of Chicago.  He became involved with NJHA about a year after he was hired as an 

Extension assistant in horticulture and had an office in Will County (Joliet, Illinois).  

Before Extension Greg was in the army for 2 years and worked at a nursery and a garden 

center for several years.  He attended his first convention in 1974 and accompanied the 

Illinois delegation to Chevy Chase, Maryland. He was basically told by his supervisor at the 

time that ñthis would be a good thing to get involved withò.  And you know he was right.  

Illinois has had a long history with sending 4-H delegates to the convention and he became 

more involved with the local state contest.  Over time he became involved in assisting with 

various activities at the national contest especially when their long time adult advisor Joe 

Vandemark retired from NJHA activities.  One thing led to another with the organization 

and it wasnôt too long before Illinois decided to host the national convention.  The last time 

Illinois did this was in 1943.  An Extension colleague and your national program chair, Jim  

Schmidt and Greg decided that Chicago would be a good place for delegates to return to 

and so in 1988, NJHA came to Chicago.  Quite an experience and quite an undertaking as 

anyone who has done this will attest. 
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 Since then his involvement has grown and he is now current Chair of the 

horticulture contest and works with a group of individuals who put together a rather full 

and inclusive contest that is often responsible for many dazed looks and ñwhat in the world 

is thatò comments. Gregôs greatest joy so far lies in all of the great people he has met and 

hope to meet and all of the young people who have been involved with the organization 

over the years.  It is also great to see how many of these young people have chosen 

horticulture as a career often times as a result of their involvement with horticulture 

contests at the state level and then on the national level with NJHA. Gregôs most humbling 

experience was in 2007 when he was honored to receive the diamond pin award. He has 

attended many conventions when that pin was awarded and to be put in the same class as 

the former recipients he feels quite humble. 

 On a personal note, he has a few hobbies such as woodworking, and likes to go 

fishing in Minnesota.  Greg collects old seed catalogs and has been known to collect some 

 Mickey stuff.  He likes to garden and tends to put a little of this and a little of that into the 

garden just to see how it does.  Horticulture is such a fun place to work in and sharing it 

with young people makes it even better. 

 

BRIAN STARK  
 

 
 

Brian Stark resides in Lincoln, Nebraska but comes from the state of Wisconsin.  He 

is the current Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees and also President of NJHA Alumni 

Association.  His family includes his parents, Stan and Mary, who have been constant 

 supporters of NJHA since he has been involved, and his brother Robert.  Brian has a 

bachelorôs degree in Education from the University of Wisconsin in 2004 and a Masters 

degree in Education from Doane College in 2008, He currently works at Kaplan University 

in Lincoln, where he is the High School Coordinator.  The job entails him to travel all 

across the state of Nebraska giving presentations and enrolling students who are interested 

in attending Kaplan University.  Hobbies are traveling and reading.  He has been to 18 

countries on three continents and has student taught in Sweden.  He has been in 34 US 

states with hopes to be in all 50 in his lifetime. 

 His first year active in NJHA was in 1998 when the convention was in Memphis, 

Tennessee.  He represented the state of Wisconsin in the FFA division.  Favorite convention  
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was the Milwaukee convention in 2004.  Some of the different aspects he has been involved 

in while in NJHA have been speeches, demonstrations, hort connections, horticulture 

contest and now a leader and advisor. 

He feels NJHA has been trying to get back to our roots since he has been involved.  

Going back to having state delegations host the convention makes for a more personal 

aspect and touch that makes NJHA unique.  This is the key to making NJHA going and  

growing for the future of our organization.  We also need to continue to foster and grow 

future leaders who have come from our organization to continue to stay in.  They should 

 have assistance from current and former leaders who have been in for awhile and can be 

used as role models to look up to. 

 Favorite foods include seafood, pasta and sushi.  Foods he refuses to ear are beans 

(but he will do green) and peas.  Favorite movies include Hairspray, Dirty Dancing, 

Footloose, Coyote Ugly and the Family Stone.  Favorite way to spend a day if it is sunny is 

to be outside getting a tan and enjoying the weather and on a snowy/rainy day, watching a 

movie, cuddled up with hot cocoa.  Pet peeve is someone who is not motivated enough in life 

and just wants everything to come to them. A life goal is to get his doctorate (hopefully by 

35) in either education or in history.  He would then like to teach at the college level or 

become a CEO of a fortune 500 company.  The person who has most inspired him in life 

has been Harry Truman. 

Something most people donôt know about him is that as tall as he is (6ô4ò), his only sibling, 

Robert is a dwarf and is only 4ô3ò.  His grandpa also has a cousin who is a midget and is 

the only surviving cast member of The Wizard of Oz who has a speaking part.  His name is 

Meinhardt Raabe and he was the coroner in the movie declaring the Witch was dead. 

 

DANIEL J. TENNESSEN 
 

 
 

Daniel J. Tennessen and his wife Carrie reside in Missouri.  They have two children, 

Kayla and Megan.  Daniel has a BS in Agronomy and PhD in Botany/Horticulture -

University of Wisconsin, - Madison.  He is a Technology Development Area Research 

Manager for Monsanto Company.  His hobbies are writing, gardening, vineyard, camping 

and fishing.  He loves blueberries and refuses to eat raw oysters.  Sound of Music is his   
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 favorite way to spend a day is being outside with family.  Danielôs pet peeve is large SUVs.  

His life goals are to give something back, respect diversity and be happy.  His 6
th

 grade 

teacher inspired him the most.  Something most people do not know about him is he is 

listed in the Space Technology Hall of Fame. 

 Danielôs first  year active in NJHA was in 1995.  His first memory of NJHA was 

State Fair contest, Niagara Falls Trip and his favorite convention was in Texas.  The 

 different areas and aspects of NJHA that he has been involved in are the Achievement and 

Leadership contest chair since 1995 and Past Vice Chair.  Since he has started in NJHA, he  

feels that NJHA has provided him with some optimism about the character of our youth, 

and perspective on how to develop people for collaboration and public speaking required in 

todayôs business.  As for the future of NJHA he sees a bright but complex future.  Bright 

because there is an increasing interest and emphasis on food nutrition and health.  

Complex because the issues and challenges around food and our environment are complex.  

He thinks that there are key books that point to the danger of eating only one thing.  Fruits 

and vegetables, a key focus of NJHA, will play a bigger role in health care.  Due to energy 

costs, there will be a shift towards local production of some fruits, vegetables, and 

perishables ornamentals that have higher water content, shorter shelf-life, and local 

cultural value.  The multiple risks of global warming, reduced availability of productive 

land, and increased population will put a strain on traditional production practices to 

deliver these products, requiring us to view our backyards and urban space for food and 

ornamental crops  At the same time, there will be the opportunity to utilize biotechnology 

to improve food productivity, nutrition, and shelf life.  The new technology will require a 

lot of research and also public education to verify it is effective and sustainable.  Even 

todayôs relatively simple biotechnology products have been met with skepticism and fear 

although they have been safe, and demonstrated reduced pesticide use.  Communicating, 

questioning, and learning for yourself (key attributes of the NJHA experience) will be 

critical for success. 
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BILL WILDER  
 

 
 

Bill Wilder and his wife Evelyn reside in Indiana in the summer and in the winter 

months in Florida.  They have two children, and 5 grandchildren.  He has a BS from 

Purdue and MS from St. Francis University.  He is a retired High School teacher for 42 

years in Agriculture and Horticulture.  His hobbies include church organist, genealology 

and photography.  When it comes to food, he loves beef steak and refuses to eat liver.  He 

has no favorite movies.  His favorite way to spend a day is viewing public gardens.  One of 

his pet peeves is public smoking.  Life goals are to be a positive influence on his family and 

others.  The individual who has inspired him mostly is his mother and father.  Something 

most people donôt know about him is he has missed only one convention since 1970. 

 His first year in NJHA was in 1970.  The convention was in Denver, Colorado.  First 

memory of NJHA was in 1970, they had a 24 hour ride with  youth going to Denver, 

Colorado.  Favorite NJHA convention was in Tulsa, Oklahoma where he enjoyed learning 

about Indian culture.  The different areas and aspects of NJHA he has been involved in are 

being a coach for the areas of hort ID, speech, demonstrations and paper contests.  He has 

been a state leader and also helped with being on the host committee for convention held in 

Indiana.  Since Bill has been active in NJHA, he has seen a big change of less involvement 

by several state extension educators. 
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RICHARD J WOZNIAK  
 

 
 

Richard J. Wozniak resides in Ohio and is the fifth child in a family of 6.  He is a 

high school graduate and has some college education.  He is the Manager of Operations for  

the City of Cleveland, Division of Park Maintenance and Properties and has 25 years with 

the City.  Hobbies include gardening and teaching.  Favorite food is hamburgers or 

anything with red gravy and refuses to eat tuna salad.  His favorite movie is Holiday Inn.  

His favorite way to spend a day is helping people.  His life goals are to be able to allow 

people to see they have potential far greater than they think.  The person who has mostly 

inspired Rich is his High School Biology Teacher, William Divis and his Pastor, Dr. Dave 

Collings.  Something people donôt know about him is he is a fairly good cook and baker. 

 Rich became active in NJHA in 1975 in Biloxi, Mississippi and his first memory of 

NJHA is state competition in 1974 in the Horticulture Contest.  He served as a youth 

officer, adult advisor, board member and chair since he became involved in OJHA.  

Favorite NJHA convention was working on the host committee for the 1978 convention in 

Cleveland.  He competed nationally for 2 years in the Horticulture Contest.  He has been 

involved on the state level since 1974 and became superintendent for OJHA in 1995 for the 

Ohio State Fair.  He has been a state leader since 2000 and has an appreciation for 

volunteerism mostly because NJHA survival depends on it.  He also sees the ability to get 

children interested and involved in a career that will always reap rewards. 
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HISTORY 1985 ï 2009 

 

THEME 2009 

 

A STRONG PAST & A BRILLIANT FUTURE  

 

We (NJHA) are celebrating another 25 years making this year our 75
th

 Anniversary.  

Another milestone has been reached. 

The 75
th

 Anniversary for NJHA was held in Harrisburg, PA in 2009. 

 The years 1985 to 1986 were quiet years.  In 1987, Clare Harnden resigned as 

Executive Secretary and Jan Hoffman was appointed to the position.  The corporate name 

changed to NJHF.  In 1989, the third division of the Poster Contest was added for mentally 

impaired. 

On January 5, 1991, Grant B. Snyder passed away and Jan Hoffman resigned in 

June of 1992.  Dick Zimmerman resigned in 1991.  The NJHA creed was changed ending 

will read as ñWe are the NJHA, and we accept the challenge of being the horticultural 

leaders of tomorrowò. 

In 1997, Mona Ray was appointed as Historian and in 1999, Joe Maxson retired as 

Executive Secretary and Carole S. Carney became Executive Secretary.  William Fountain 

retired.  Amy Greenamyer was appointed to serve as Awards Chair in 1999.  Paul 

Hartman retired from Young American Garden Contest.  1999 was the last year for Cindy 

Waldman to serve as advisor.  Connie F. Bruner served as co advisor with Cindy and was 

appointed as Advisor in 2001 with Annette Meyer serving as Co-Advisor. 

The year 2000 was a great advancement for NJHA.  Our web site was developed in 

North Carolina with a grant from Land O Lakes.  A new copy machine was purchased and 

the Going and Growing Newsletters were mailed with  bulk rates.  Ruth Snyder (wife of 

Grant B. Snyder) passed away on October 7, 2000.  Mike Rethwisch was appointed 

National Program Chair. 

In 2001, the Going and Growing was placed on the web site.  William Fountain, Jim 

Parochetti and Paul Hartman were selected as members at large to serve on the board. 

In 2002, Mike Hildebrand retired as Treasurer and a new lap top was purchased for 

the Executive Secretary office. 

In 2003, Jack Armstrong resigned from the board but will continue as a donor and 

help with investments.  Tom Green, Margaret and Les Smith, Rich Wozniak and Amy 

Greenamyer were selected to serve as members at large.  Dennis Waldman and Dwayne 

Butt (Shirley Buttôs son) passed away. 

In 2004, convention dates changed to the Friday before Columbus Day in October.  

Clare Harnden passed away.  Wib Justi turned historian duties over to Mona Ray on the 

archives.  Wib was also inducted into the Ohio State Agricultural Hall of Fame and the 

NJHA Hall of Fame.  The web site was moved from Pennsylvania to the University of 

Illinois.  Bill Wilder was selected as a member at large. 

In 2006, Mona Ray retired from Historian for the Archives and Wib Justi assumed 

responsibilities as Historian Emeritus with Carole Carney as Co Historian.  The Alumni 
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association bought a new desk top computer and a laser printer for the Executive Secretary 

office.  Susan Beebe was appointed Secretary of NJHF board.  The need for state leaders to 

certify participation in project areas with exception of the 4-H ID team contest was 

eliminated.  Certification would be accepted by parent, leader or a qualified person.  All 

project due dates were changed to September 15
th

.  Deb Gegare was appointed as Co-

Advisor along with Mike Ensor for the NJHA officer  team. 

In February of 2008, the Archives of NJHA were moved from Alexandria, Virginia 

to the Executive Secretaryôs home in Pennsylvania.  The history of NJHA was gone over 

and cleaned up and new items are being added daily to the files.   

 

ACHIEVEMENT & LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION AWARD SPONSORED BY 

CASSIUS & PAULINE ARMSTRO NG, JACK ARMSTRONG & JILL ARMSTRONG  

THOMPSON 

 

Cassius and Pauline Armstrong started their involvement with NJHA around 1950 

when it was NJVGA.  Cassius, who was better known as C. A. was the vocational 

agriculture teacher at Springfield (Illinois)  High School and was encouraged to have his Ag 

students and FFA members participate in NJVGA contests.  Early help in getting them 

involved came from William Laechelt, an NJVGA advisor from northern Illinois.  In later 

years, Dr. Norman Oebker, first 1948 NJVGA President, then Vegetable Crops Extension 

Specialist at the University of Illinois, supported the Armstrong involvement which Pauline 

continued for nearly 45 years. 

Cassius, with Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees from University of Illinois , and 

Pauline, with a teacherôs certificate from Eastern Illinois University, both served as coaches 

for demonstrations and judging contestants from central Illinois, then accompanied them 

to conventions throughout the United States.  Later, Cassius extended his enthusiasm for 

horticulture to retirees by starting garden plots in their retirement village.  The Armstrong 

Gardens still exist over twenty years later and have been featured in several newspaper 

articles. 

The Armstrong children, Jill and Jack, were involved in the contests over a several 

year period, each winning the National Production and Marketing  Contest in different 

years.  Jack served as NJVGA President in 1956 and the entire family was engaged in 

bringing the national convention to Springfield in 1957.  Jack currently serves as a member 

of NJHF Board of Trustees. 

Even after Cassius passed away in 1986, Pauline continued to attend conventions 

until her death in 1995.  No one was more interested in the NJHA contests and activities 

than Pauline.  She especially enjoyed attending the demonstration presentations and 

occasionally served as a judge.  She would talk with participants throughout the 

convention, encouraging them to ñmake the mostò of their experiences in horticulture and 

apply what they learned to other aspects of their lives. 

The Achievement and Leadership Award was established in 1988 by the family and 

friends of Cassius and Pauline to recognize NJHA members who have excelled in activities 

and leadership connected with NJHA and other organizations.  In turn, this recognition 

honors the long standing contribution to NJVGA/NJHA by Cassius and Pauline.  Up to 

three people may receive plaques as National Award winners and the Grand National 



 66 

Award winner is presented the $500 Armstrong  Scholarship to help fund further 

education. 

 

 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENT & LEADERSHIP RECIPIENTS  

 

1989   Gweendolyn Hartley  Kentucky  Grand 

1990   Connie Carney  Pennsylvania  Grand 

1991   Kelli Crain    Oklahoma  Grand 

1992   No Award Given 

1993   Kim Stewart   Pennsylvania  National 

1994   Amy Greenamyer  Illinois    Grand 

1994   Jeanne Fugate  Florida   Grand 

1994   Jennifer Eakle  Oklahoma  National  

1995   No Award Given 

1996   No Award Given 

1997   Carlene Lodmell  Kentucky  Grand 

1997   Darlene Lodmell  Kentucky  Grand 

1997   Nelda L. Behnke  Wisconsin  National  

1998   No Award Given 

1999   Vance Whitaker  North Carolina  Grand 

1999   Rebekah Greene  New York  National  

2000   No Award Given 

2001   Jennifer OôBanion  Kentucky  Grand 

2002   Brian Smith   Michigan  Grand 

2002   Veronice Brumbaugh North Carolina  National 

2003   No Award Given 

2004   No Award Given 

2005   Martha Keckler   Pennsylvania  Grand 

2005   Brent Jareske   Nebraska  National 

2006   Tamara Ward  Maryland   National 

2007   No Award Given 

2008   No Award Given 

2009   Alex Culp   California   Grand 

2009   Nicholas Lannon  North Carolina  National 

2010   Matthew Bond  New York  Grand 

2011   No Award Given 
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NJVGA/NJHA CONVENTION SITES  

 

1985 LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY  

1986 RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA  

1987 INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA  

1988 CHICAGO, ILLINOIS  

1989 HUNT VALLEY, MARYLAND  

1990 GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN 

1991 ORLANDO, FLORIDA  

1992 COLUMBUS, OHIO  

1993 PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA  

1994 BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI  

1995 NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK  

1996 IRVING TEXAS  

1997 WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA  

1998 MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

1999 TAMPA, FLORIDA  

2000 VIENNA, VIRGINIA  

2001 ERLANGER, KENTUCKY  

2002 ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

2003 RALEIGH , NORTH CAROLINA  

2004 MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN  

2005 CLEVELAND, OHIO  

2006 OMAHA, NEBRASKA  

2007 FORT WAYNE, INDIANA  

2008 SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA  

2009 HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA  

2010 CLEVELAND, OHIO  

2011 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA  
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NJHA PAST OFFICERS 

 

1985 

Rusty Warner  President    West Virgini a    

Becky Brese   Vice President   Oklahoma 

Annette Meyer  Past President   Illinois    

Rick Meyer   Secretary    Indiana 

Pam Phelps   Central Region Director  Illinois  

Gwen Hartley  South Region Director  Kentucky 

Rene Jeffcoat   Western Region Director  Oklahoma 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

1986 

Becky Brese   President    Oklahoma 

Rene Jeffcoat   Vice President   Oklahoma 

Rusty Warner  Past President   West Virginia 

Pam Phelps   Secretary    Illinois  

Hertha Meyer  Central Region Director  Indiana 

Gwen Hartley  North East Region Director  Kentucky 

Jocelyn Carter  South Region Director  North Carolina  

Gail Kirwan    West Region Director  Illinois  

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1987 

Rene Jeffcoat   President    Oklahoma 

Julie Gastin   Vice President   Ohio 

Becky Brese   Past President   Oklahoma 

Gwen Hartley  Secretary    Kentucky 

Jocelyn Carter  Central Region Director  North Carolina  

Pam Phelps   North East Region Director  Illinois  

Hertha Meyer  South Region Director  Indiana 

Tammy Jeffcoat  West Region Director  Oklahoma 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1988 

Gwen Hartley  President    Kentucky 

Julie Gastin   Vice President   Ohio 

Rene Jeffcoat   Past President   Oklahoma 

Jocelyn Carter  Secretary    North Carolina  

Greg Carney   Central Region Director  Illinois  

Tammy Jeffcoat  North East Region Director  Oklahoma 

Debbie Butt   South Region Director   Wisconsin 
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Keli Crain    West Region Director  Oklahoma 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1989 

Julie Gastin   President    Ohio 

Jocelyn Carter  Vice President   North Carolina  

Gwen Hartley  Past President   Kentucky  

Gail Kirwan    Secretary    Illinois  

Tammy Jeffcoat  Central Region Director  Oklahoma 

Kelli Crain    North East Region Director  Oklahoma 

Robbie Furr   South Region Director  North Carolina  

Elizabeth Steffen  West Region Director  Kentucky 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1990 

Jocelyn Carter  President    North Carolina  

Kelli Crain    Vice President   Oklahoma 

Julie Gastin   Past President   Ohio 

Connie Carney  Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Robbie Furr   Central Region Director  North Carolina  

Tela Thomason  North East Region Director  North Carolina  

Deb Ainsworth  South Region Director  Mississippi 

Jereme Chapman  West Region Director  Mississippi 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1991 

Kelli Crain    President    Oklahoma 

Connie Carney  Vice President   Pennsylvania 

Jocelyn Carter  Past President   North Carolina    

Jereme Chapman  Secretary    Mississippi 

Eugene Peppers  Central Region Director  Illinois  

Kristine  Waldman  North East Region Director  Ohio 

Cory Parkhurst   South Region Director  North Carolina  

Carla Byers   West Region Director  Illinois  

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1992 

Connie Carney  President    Pennsylvania 

Jereme Chapman  Vice President   Mississippi 

Kelli Crain    Past President   Oklahoma 

Kristine Waldman   Secretary    Ohio 

Kevin Hildebrand   Central Region Director  Michigan 

Andrea Tucker  North East Region Director  Tennessee 

Kim Stewart   South Region Director  Pennsylvania 

Jeanne Fugate  West Region Director  Florida  

Dennis & Cindy Waldman  Advisors    Ohio 
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1993 

Jeanne Fugate  President     

Dean Byrd   Vice President   Kentucky 

Connie Carney  Past President   Pennsylvania 

Kim Stewart   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Amy Greenamyer  Central Region Director  Indiana 

Nelda Behnke   North East Region Director  Wisconsin 

Laura Stranski  South Region Director  Illinois  

Jennifer Eakle  West Region Director  Oklahoma 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1994 

Amy Greenamyer  President    Indiana 

Vicki Releford  Vice President   Illinois  

Jeanne Fugate  Past President   Florida  

Jennifer Eakle  Secretary    Oklahoma 

Michael Israel  Central Region Director  Indiana 

David Norden  North East Region Director  North Carolin a 

Deedy Martinet  West Region Director  North Carolina  

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1995 

Vicki Releford  President    Illinois  

Jennifer Eakle  Vice President   Oklahoma 

Amy Greenamyer  Past President   Indiana 

Darlene Lodmell  Secretary    Kentucky 

John Coley   Central Region Director  Oklahoma 

Carlene Lodmell  North East Region Director  Kentucky 

Ned C Edwards  South West Region Director Mississippi 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1996 

Jennifer Eakle  President    Oklahoma 

Carlene Lodmell  Vice President   Kentucky 

Vicki Joiner    Past President   Illinois  

Darlene Lodmell  Secretary    Kentucky 

Mike Hildebrand   Central Region Director  Michigan 

Jason Helsdon  North East Region Director  New York 

David Smith   South West Region Director Michigan 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 
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1997 
Carlene Lodmell  Co President    Kentucky 

Darlene Lodmell  Co President    Kentucky 

Ann Herbert    Vice President   Maryland  

Jennifer Eakle  Past President   Oklahoma 

Jennifer OôBanion  Secretary    Kentucky 

David Smith   Central Region Director  Michigan 

Johnny Davis   North East Region Director  Virginia  

Jason Helsdon  South West Region Director New York 

Dennis & Cindy Waldman Advisors    Ohio 

 

1998 

Mike Hildebrand   President    Michigan 

Jennifer OôBanion  Vice President   Kentucky 

Carlene Lodmell  Past President   Kentucky 

Darlene Lodmell  Past President   Kentucky 

Johnny Davis   Secretary    Virginia  

Vance Whitaker  Central Region Director  North Carolina  

Elizabeth Doherty  North East Region Director  New York 

Daniel Norden  South West Region Director North Carolina  

Cindy Waldman  Advisor    Ohio 

 

1999 

Johnny Davis   President    Virginia  

Jennifer OôBanion  Vice President   Kentucky 

Mike Hildebrand   Past President   Michigan 

Vance Whitaker  Secretary    North Carolina  

Jason Helsdon  Central Region Director  New York 

Daniel Norden  North East Region Director  North Carolina  

Carolyn Thompson  South West Region Director Kentucky 

Cindy Waldman  Advisor    Ohio 

 

2000 

Jennifer OôBanion  President    Kentucky 

Jason Helsdon  Vice President   New York 

Johnny Davis   Past President   Virginia  

Vance Whitaker  Secretary    North Carolina  

Carolyn Thompson  Central Region Director  Kentucky 

Daniel Norden  North East Region Director  North Carolina  

Mike Copas   South West Region Director Wisconsin 

Cindy Waldman  Advisor    Ohio 
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2001 

Daniel Norden  President    North Carolina  

Carolyn Thompson  Vice President   Kentucky 

Jennifer OôBanion  Past President   Kentucky 

Brian Smith   Secretary    Michigan 

Pam Shortall   North East Region Director    Maryland   

Mike Copas   South West Region Director Wisconsin 

Annette Meyer  Advisor    Kentucky 

Connie (Carney) Bruner  Advisor    Pennsylvania 

 

2002 

Brian Smith   President    Michigan 

Lena Wolfe   Vice President   Ohio 

Daniel Norden  Past President   North Carolina  

Becky Hedges   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Pam Shortall   Central Region Director  Maryland    

Eric Frase   North East Region Director  Maryland  

Mike Copas   South West Region Director Wisconsin 

Annette Meyer 

      Heisdorffer  Advisor    Kentucky 

 

2003 

Eric Frase   President    Maryland  

Irene K Holl    Vice President   Wisconsin 

Brian Smith   Past President   Michigan 

Brian Stark    Secretary    Wisconsin 

Christina Engblom  North Region Director  Maryland    

Veronica Brumbaugh South Region Director  North Carolina  

Annette Meyer 

      Heisdorffer  Advisor    Kentucky 

Mike Ensor   Advisor    Maryland  

 

2004 

Brian Stark    President    Wisconsin 

Irene K. Holl    Vice President   Wisconsin 

Eric Frase   Past President   Maryland  

Katie Panek   Secretary    New York    

Brent Jareske   Central Region Director  Nebraska 

Sarah Brumbaugh  North East Region Director  North Carolina  

Daniel Manzer  South East Region Director  North Carolina  

Noah Elhardt   Western Region Director  California  

Annette Meyer 

     Heisdorffer  Advisor    Kentucky 

Mike Ensor   Advisor    Maryland  
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2005 

Katie Panek   President    New York  

Lora Carey   Vice President   California  

Brian Stark    Past President   Wisconsin 

Aaron Mallner   Secretary    North Carolina  

Brent Jareske   Central Region Director  Nebraska 

Sarah Brumbaugh  East Region Director  North Carolina  

Noah Elhardt   West Region Director  California  

Mike Ensor   Co Advisor    Maryland  

Brian Stark    Co Advisor    Wisconsin 

 

2006 

Brent Jareske   President    Nebraska 

Kate Werner   Vice President   New York 

Katie Panek   Past President   New York    

Martha Keckler   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Maria Holl    Central Region Director  Wisconsin 

Ben Brown   East Region Director  Maryland  

Nicole Pedersen  West Region Director  Nebraska 

Mik e Ensor   Advisor    Maryland  

 

2007 

Nicole Pedersen  President    Nebraska 

Maria Holl    Vice President   Wisconsin 

Brent Jarseke   Past President   Nebraska 

Martha Keckler   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Jonathan Posthuma  Central Region Director  Wisconsin 

Ben Brown   East Region Director  Maryland  

Kyle King    West Region Director  Maryland  

Mike Ensor   Co Advisor    Maryland  

Debbie Gegare  Co Advisor    Wisconsin 

 

2008 

Maria Holl    President    Wisconsin 

Angela Fisher   Vice President   West Virginia 

Nicole Pedersen  Past President   Nebraska 

Martha Keckler   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Jonathan Posthuma  Central Region Director  Wisconsin 

Ben Brown   East Region Director  Maryland  

Alex Culp   West Region Director  California  

Mike Ensor   Co Advisor    Maryland  

Debbie Gegare  Co Advisor    Wisconsin 
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2009 
Alex Culp   President    California  

Megan Buland  Vice President   Kentucky 

Maria Holl    Past President   Wisconsin 

Martha Keckler   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

Gregory Holl   Central Region Director  Wisconsin 

Katlyn Beebe   East Region Director  New York 

Kristen Tucker   West Region Director  Maryland  

Mike Ensor   Co-Advisor    Maryland  

Debbie Gegare  Co-Advisor    Wisconsin 

 

2010 

Megan Buland  President    Kentucky 

Erica Sprout   Vice President   Maryland  

Mart ha Keckler  Past President   Pennsylvania 

Lexi Gegare   Secretary    Wisconsin 

Justin Simmons  Central Director    North Carolina  

Patrick Ransom  Eastern Director   Maryland  

Matthew Bond  Western Director   New York 

Mike Ensor   Co-Advisor    Maryland  

Debbie Gegare  Co-Advisor    Wisconsin 

 

2011 

Matthew Bond  President    New York 

Erica Sprout   Vice President   Maryland  

Megan Buland  Past President   Kentucky 

Lexi Gegare   Secretary    Wisconsin 

Justin Simmons  Central Director    North Carolina  

Patrick Ransom  Eastern Director   Maryland  

Katlyn Beebe   Western Director   New York 

Mike Ensor   Co-Advisor    Maryland  

Debbie Gegare  Co-Advisor    Wisconsin 

 

 

 

 

NJHF FOUNDATION  

 

1985 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Ricardo Gomez  Vice Chairman   Washington, D. C. 

R. K. Zimmerman  Secretary    West Virginia 

J. Lee Taylor   Treasurer    Michigan 
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Clare Harnden  Exec. Sec. /Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Grant B. Snyder  National Chairman Emeritus Massachusetts 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair North Carolina  

 

1986 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Ricardo Gomez  Vice Chairman   Washington, D. C. 

R. K. Zimmerman  Secretary    West Virginia 

J. Lee Taylor   Treasurer    Michigan 

Clare Harnden  Exec. Sec. /Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Grant B. Snyder  National Chairman Emeritus Massachusetts 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair North Carolina  

 

1987 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Kevin M.Murphy   Vice Chairman   New York 

R. K. Zimmerman  Secretary    West Virginia 

Clare Harnden  Treasurer    Michigan 

Jan L Hoffman  Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Grant B. Snyder  National Chairman Emeritus Massachusetts 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Ba ss   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1988 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Kevin M.Murphy   Vice Chairman   New York 

R. K. Zimmerman  Secretary    West Virginia 

Clare Harnden  Treasurer    Michigan 

Jan L Hoffman  Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Grant B. Snyder  National Chairman Emeritus Massachusetts 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  
 

1989 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Kevin M.Murphy   Vice Chairman   New York 

R. K. Zimmerman  Secretary    West Virginia 

Clare Harnden  Treasurer    Michigan 

Jan L Hoffman  Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Grant B. Snyder  National Chairman Emeritus Massachusetts 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1990 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 
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Kevin M.Murphy   Vice Chairman   New York 

R. K. Zimmerman  Secretary    West Virginia 

Clare Harnden  Treasurer    Michigan 

Jan L Hoffman  Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Grant B. Snyder  National Chairman Emeritus Massachusetts 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1991 

R. K. Zimmerman  Chairman    West Virginia 

Kevin M Murphy   Vice Chairman   New York 

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Clare Harnden  Treasurer    Michigan 

Jan L Hoffman  Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Michigan 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1992 

Kevin M Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Dave Foresman  Vice Chairman   Pennsylvania 

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

1993 

Kevin M. Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Carolina  

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec. /Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain   National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1994 

Kevin M. Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Carolina  

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair North Carolina  

 

1995 

Kevin M. Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Caroli na 
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Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec./Assôt.Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1996 

Kevin M. Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Carolina  

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec. /Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1997 

Kevin M. Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Carolina  

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec/Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

 

1998 

Kevin M. Murphy   Chairman    New York 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Carolina  

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Jack B. Leaver  NJHA/NJHF Treas   Michigan 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

1999 

Jack B Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Jack Armstrong  Vice Chairman   North Carolina 

Neil Leimbach  Secretary    Ohio 

Tom Clark    NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Maine 

Joe Maxson   Exec. Sec./Assôt. Treas.  Oklahoma 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

2000 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Tom Clark    Vice Chairman   Maine 
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Pat Cassady   Secretary    Illinois  

Mike Hildebrand   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary   Pennsylvania 

Bill Fountain    National Program Chair  Kentucky 

Larry Bass   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  North Carolina  

 

2001 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Tom Clark    Vice Chairman   Maine 

Pat Cassady   Secretary    Illinois  

Mike Hildebrand   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary   Pennsylvania 

Mike Rethwisch  National Program Chair  California  

    Assistant Natôl Program Chair   

2002 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Dan Tennessen  Vice Chairman   Missouri 

Pat Cassady   Secretary    Illinois  

Mike Hildebrand   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary   Pennsylvania 

Mike Rethwisch  National Program Chair  California   

    Assistant Natôl Program Chair 

2003 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Dan Tennessen  Vice Chairman   Missouri 

Pat Cassady   Secretary    Illinois  

Tom Clark    NJHA/NJHF  Treas.   Maine 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary   Pennsylvania 

Mike Rethwisch  National Program Chair  California  

    Assistant Natôl Program Chair  

2004 

Jack B. Leaver  Chairman    Michigan 

Dan Tennessen  Vice Chairman   Missouri 

Pat Cassady   Secretary    Illinois  

Tom Clark    NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Massachusetts 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Asstô Treas. Pennsylvania 

Mike Rethwisch  National Program Chair  California  

    Assistant Natôl Program Chair  

 

2005 

Les & Margaret  Smith Chairmen    Michigan 

Tom Green   Vice Chairman   Ohio 

Linda Garrett   Secretary    Maryland  

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Assôt Treas. Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt   National Program Chair  Illinois  
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Greg Stack   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  Illinois  

 

2006 

Les & Margaret  Smith Chairmen    Michigan 

Tom Green   Vice Chairman   Ohio 

Sue Beebe   Secretary    New York 

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treas,   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec.Secretary/Assôt Treas.  Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt   National Program Chair  Illinois  

Greg Stack   Assistant Natôl Program Chair Illinois  

 

2007 

Les & Margaret Smith Chairmen    Michigan 

Brian Stark    Vice Chairman   Nebraska 

Sue Beebe   Secretary    New York 

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Assôt Treas. Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt   National Program Chair  Illinois  

Greg Stack   Assistant Natôl Program Chair Illinois  

 

2008 

Les & Margaret Smith Chairmen    Michigan 

Brian Stark    Vice Chairman   Nebraska 

Sue Beebe   Secretary    New York  

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Assôt Treas. Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt   National Program Chair  Illinois  

Greg Stack   Assistant Natôl Program Chair Illin ois 

 

2009 

Les & Margaret Smith Chairmen    Michigan 

Bri an Stark   Vice Chairman   Nebraska 

Sue Beebe   Secretary    New York 

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treas.   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Assôt Treas. Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt   National Program Chair  Illinois  

Greg Stack   Assistant Natôl Program Chair  Illinois  

 

2010 

Bill Wilder    Chairman    Indiana 

Brian Stark    Vice Chairman   Nebraska 

Sue Beebe   Secretary    New York 

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treasurer   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Ass't Treas. Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt    National Program Chair  Illinois  

Greg Stack   Assistant Nat'l Program Chair Illinois  
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2011 

Bill Wilder    Chairman    Indiana 

Brian Stark    Vice Chairman   Nebraska 

Sue Beebe   Secretary    New York 

Jack Leaver   NJHA/NJHF Treasurer   Michigan 

Carole S. Carney  Exec. Secretary/Ass't Treas. Pennsylvania 

Jim Schmidt   National Program Chair  Illinois  

Greg Stack   Assistant Nat'l Program Chair Illinois  

 
NJH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  OFFICERS 

 

1986 

Emily Hearn   President    Maryland  

David Lorenz   Vice President   Illinois  

Joy Cantrell    Secretary    Pennsylvania 

 

1987 

Emily Hearn   President    Maryland  

David Lorenz   Vice President   Illinois  

Joy Cantrell   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

 

1988 

Emily Hearn   President    Maryland  

David Lorenz   Vice President   Illinois  

Joy Cantrell   Secretary    Pennsylvania 

 

1989 

Emily Hearn   President    Maryland  

Robert Muesing  Vice President   Indiana 

Wib Justi   Secretary    Ohio 

 

1990 

Emily Hearn   President    Maryland  

Robert Muesing  Vice President   Indiana 

Wib Justi   Secretary    Ohio 

 

 

1991 

Emily Hearn   President    Maryland  

Robert Muesing  Vice President   Indiana 

Wib Justi   Secretary    Ohio 

 

1992 

Dennis Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Mr. Lynn Hall   Vice President   Maryland  
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Wib Justi   Secretary    Ohio 

1993 

Dennis Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Mr. Lynn Hall   Vice President   Maryland  

Wib Justi   Secretary    Ohio 

 

1994 

Connie F Carney  President    Pennsylvania 

Patricia McClure   Vice President   West Virginia 

Linda Garrett   Secretary    Maryland  

 

1995 

Connie F (Carney) Bruner  President    Pennsylvania 

Patricia McClure   Vice President   West Virginia 

Linda Garrett   Secretary    Maryland  

 

1996 

Connie F (Carney) Bruner  President    Pennsylvania 

Patricia McClure   Vice President   West Virginia 

Linda Garrett   Secretary    Maryland  

 

1997 

Connie F. (Carney) Bruner  President    Pennsylvania 

Amy Greenamyer  Vice President   Michigan 

Patty McClure  Secretary    West Virginia 

 

1998 

Connie F. (Carney) Bruner President    Pennsylvania 

Amy Greenamyer  Vice President   Michigan 

Patty McClure  Secretary     West Virginia 

 

1999 

Connie F. (Carney) Bruner President    Pennsylvania 

Shirley Butt    Vice President   Wisconsin 

Linda Garrett   Secretary    Maryland  

 

 

 

2000 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Amy Greenamyer  Vice President   Michigan    

Carlene & Darlene 

       Lodmell   Treasurers    Kentucky 

 

2001 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 
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Jennifer OôBanion  Vice President   Kentucky 

Joyce Gorgas   Sec/Treas    North Carolina  

2002 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Jennifer OôBanion  Vice President   Kentucky 

Joyce Gorgas   Sec/Treas    North Carolina  

 

2003 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Amy Greenamyer  Vice President   Illinois  

Jason Helsdon  Sec/Treas    New York 

 

2004 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Bill MacKentl ey  Vice President   New York 

Denyce LaMantia  Sec/Treas    Wisconsin 

 

2005 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Bill MacKentl ey  Vice President   New York 

Denyce LaMantia  Sec/Treas    Wisconsin 

 

2006 

Shirley Butt   President    Wisconsin 

Bill MacKentl ey  Vice President   New York 

Denyce LaMantia  Sec/Treas    Wisconsin 

 

2007 

Brian Stark    President    Nebraska 

Eric Frase   Vice President   Maryland  

Dan Smith   Treasurer    Indiana 

Eileen Boyle   Secretary    Delaware 

 

2008 

Brian  Stark   President    Nebraska 

Amy Greenamyer  Vice President   Illinois  

Dan Smith   Treasurer    Indiana 

Eileen Boyle   Secretary    Delaware 

 

2009 

Brian Stark    President    Nebraska 

Eric Frase   Vice President   Maryland  

Dan Smith   Treasurer    Indiana 

Eileen Boyle   Secretary    Delaware 

 

2010 
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Ted Beebe   President    New York 

Eileen Boyle   Vice President   Delaware 

Mary Stark    Treasurer    Wisconsin 

Brian Stark    Secretary    Nebraska 

 

2011 

Martha Caudill   President    Pennsylvania 

Ted Beebe   Vice President   New York 

Mary Stark    Treasurer    Wisconsin 

Brian Stark    Secretary    Nebraska 

 

 

DIAMOND PIN RECIPIENTS  

 

1945    Ben Cummings 

1945 Arthur Doust  

1945 Art Pratt  

1945 Roscoe Fraser 

1946 Carlton Stearns 

1946 Chesley Hines 

1947 Paul Tuttle 

1947 Dale Schinbeckler 

1947    Royal Haskell 

    1947    Katherine Drane   

    1947    Clara Oberg 

    1948    Margaret Fitch  

    1948    Melvin Kolbe 

    1948    Kenneth Ousterhout 

    1948    Jesse Dickerson 

    1949    Mildred Schlosser 

    1949    Edward Bender 

    1949    Owen Trask 

    1950    Wib Justi 

    1950    Milton Anderson 

    1950    Donald Spurlock 

    1950    John Cox 

    1951    Carl Deeds 

    1951    Doris Gnauck 

    1951    John Deegan 

    1952    Grant Snyder 

    1952    Ruth Snyder 

    1952    W. F. Pease 

    1952    David Burpee 

    1952    Robert A. Dyer 

    1953    Adolph Junginger 

    1953    John Marshall 
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    1953    E. L. Whitehead 

    1954    William Laechelt  

    1954    E. C. Wittmeyer 

    1954    Clark Bubbee 

    1955    Norman Oebker 

    1955    Leonard Yager 

    1955    Joe Montelaro 

    1956    Margaret Herb st 

    1956    Esther Vondell 

    1956    Charles Mahoney 

    1956    Cecil Blackwell 

    1956    W. C. Carter 

1957 Robert Paulson 

1957 Lee Towson 

1957 C. A. Armstrong 

1958 Charles Drage 

1959 Kermit Buckley  

1958 Robert Hawley 

1959 Nadine Thompson 

1959    Mylo Downey 

1959    L. C. Gibbs 

1961    Lee Taylor 

1961    Jean Way Schoonover 

1962    Mason Marvel 

1962    A. R. Cox 

1962    Mrs. Stanley Karn  

1963    Maurice Hill  

1963    Robert Fletcher 

1963    James Dutt 

1963    Edward Cockram 

1964    Robert Muesing 

1964    Warren Meadows 

1965    William  Brooks 

1965    Dwight Cottingham 

1965    Lois Varnell  

1965    Carl Hardin  

1966    Martha Owens 

1966    Edwin Crosby 

1966    Russell Smith 

1967    William Lorenz  

1967    C. A. Langer 

1967    G. E. Danch 

1968    Hugh Wetzel 

1968    Les Hafen 

1968    Ray Livingston 

1969    W. At lee Burpee, 3rd  



 85 

1969    Elaine Vidrine 

1969    James M Stephens 

1971    Jack Leaver 

1972    James Utzinger 

1975    H. E. Brodnax 

1975    Richard Mullenax 

1976    Henry Moon 

1977    Joe Brooks 

1978 

1979 Joe Vandemark 

1979 Roy Roithenberger 

1979 Joe Skinner 

1980 Rachel Snyder 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 Dale Crosby 

1989 Joe Maxson 

1990 Cindy  Waldman 

1990 Denny Waldman 

1990    Dr. Arthur Pratt  

1991  

1992 Wib Justi 

1993 

1994 

1995 Kevin Murphy  

1996     

1997    Larry Bass 

    1997    Bob Renner 

    1998    George Marvin 

    1999    No Award Given 

2000 Jack Armstrong 

2001    No Award Given 

2002    No Award Given 

2003 Shirley Butt 

2003 Mike Ensor 

2003 Amy Greenamyer 

2003 Annette Heisdorffer 

2003 Carole S. Carney 

2003 Michael Rethwisch 

2004    No Award Given 
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2005    No Award Given 

2006    No Award Given 

2007 James Schmidt 

2007 Greg Stack 

2007 Paul Hartman 

2008 No Award Given 

2009 No Award Given 

2010 No Award Given 

2011 No Award Given 

 

JACK AND NORMA LEAVER DISTINGUISED SERVICE AWARD  

 

   2002   Greg Stack   Illinois  

   2002   David Robson  Illinois  

   2002   Bob Renner   Florida  

   2002   Mike Rethwisch  California  

   2002   Les Smith   Michigan 

   2002   Margaret Smith  Michigan 

   2003   No Award Given 

   2004   No Award Given 

2005   Jack Leaver   Michigan 

2005   Norma Leaver  Michigan 

2005   Carol Norden   N. Carolina 

2005   Bill Wilder    Indiana 

2005   Evelyn Wilder  Indiana 

2005   Denyce LaMantia  Wisconsin 

2006   Kris Krems    Ohio 

2006   Connie King   Maryland  

   2007   John & Connie Greenamyer Indiana 

   2007   Rich Wozniak  Ohio 

   2008   Eileen Boyle   Maryland  

   2008   Ed Tuhela   Ohio 

   2008   Paul Hartman  Wisconsin 

   2009   Bill Mac Kentley   New York 

   2009   Byron Hacker  Wisconsin 

   2010   Liz Driscoll    North Carolina  

   2010   David Barkley  North Carolina  

   2011   Eileen Boyle   Delaware 

SPIRIT STICK AWARDS  

 

1986   Illinois  

1987   Indiana 

1988   North Carolina  

1989   Wisconsin 

1990   Pennsylvania 

1991   Indiana 
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1992   Kentucky 

1993   North Carolina  

1994   Oklahoma 

1995   Michigan 

1996   Maryland  

1997   North Carolina  

1998   Kentucky   

1999 Maryland  

2000 Maryland  

2001   Wisconsin 

2002   Wisconsin 

2003   New York 

2004   New York 

2005   Pennsylvania 

2006   New Mexico 

2007   North Carolina  

2008   North Carolina  

2009   California  

2010   New York 

2011   California  

 

STATE DISPLAY AWARDS  

 

                                                1993   Maryland  

                          1994   Maryland  

    1995   Maryland  

    1996   Virginia  

    1997   New York 

    1998   New Jersey 

1999 Nebraska 

2000 New York 

2001   Wisconsin 

2002   Wisconsin 

    2003   Nebraska     

    2004   New York 

    2005   Michigan  

    2006    New York  

    2007   Maryland  

    2008   Florida  

    2009   Maryland  

    2010   New York 

    2011   California  

 

                                                  STATE SWEEPSTAKES                        

 

2001 Maryland  



 88 

2002 Maryland  

2003 

2004   Maryland  

2005   Mary land 

2006 

2007 

2008 

 

WIB JUSTI HONORARY AWARD  

 

    1998  Wib Justi   Ohio 

`    1999  Jack Leaver   Michigan 

    1999  Joe Maxson   Oklahoma 

    1999  Clare Harnden  Michigan 

    2000  Cindy Waldman  Ohio 

    2000  William Fountain   Kentucky 

    2001  No Award Given 

    2002  Jim Schmidt   Illinois  

    2003  Bob Renner   Florida  

    2003  Larry Bass   North Carolina  

    2004  Michael Rethwisch  California  

    2005  Shirley Butt   Wisconsin 

    2005  Greg Stack   Illinois  

    2005  Patty McClure-Felton West Virgini a 

    2005  Linda Garrett   Maryland  

    2006  Debbie Gegare  Wisconsin 

    2006  Mike Ensor   Maryland  

    2006  Sue Beebe   New York 

    2006  Susan Schoneweis  Nebraska 

    2007  Bill & Evelyn Wilder  Indiana 

    2008  No Award Given 

    2009  Carole S. Carney  Pennsylvania 

    2009  Tom Green   Ohio 

    2010  Dr. Brain Stark   Nebraska 

    2011  Ted Beebe   New York 

     

 

 

ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP  

 

    2007  No Award Given 

    2008  Greg Holl   Wisconsin 

    2008  Kristin Tucker   Maryland  

    2009  Jared Anderson  Wisconsin 

    2009  Patrick Ransom  Maryland  

    2009  Alysssa Taylor  California  
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    2010  No Award Given 

    2011 

 

STATE CHARTERS 

 

1938 New York 

1948  West Virginia 

1950  Mississippi 

1950  South Carolina 

    1952  Illinois  

    1952  Wisconsin 

    1954  North Carolina 

    1974  Ohio 

    1984  Wisconsin 

    1985  New Jersey 

    1985  Virginia  

    1989  Pennsylvania 

    2004  Nebraska 

 

FRIENDS OF NJHA 

 

    2008  Paul Hartman  Wisconsin 

    2008  Henry Pittman  South Carolina 

 

 

The National Junior Horticulture Association wishes to recognize and express a sincere 

ñThank Youò to all of the organizations and people who have given freely of their time, 

effort and money in organizing and directing this, the 75
th

 Annual Convention of the 

Association. 

 

Headquarters for the 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HORTICULTURE ASSOCATION  

Are located at 

15 Railroad Avenue 

Homer City, Pennsylvania 15748 

 

NJHA LEADERSHIP TEAM ï 2008-2009 

 

NJHA PROGRAM  

 

National Program Chairman    National Program Chairman 

Jim Schmidt       Greg Stack 

1201 S. Dorner Dr      11855 Archer Ave 

Urbana, IL 61801      Lemont, IL 60439 

217 244-5153       630 685 2355 

 



 90 

STATE PROGRAM LEADERS  

 
Alabama-Vacant, Alaska-Lee Ann Hamerski, Arizona-Vacant, Arkansas-Vacant, California-Vacant, 

Colorado-Vacant, Connecticut-Vacant, Delaware-Gordon C. Johnson, District of Columbia-Vacant, Florida-

Dana Venrick, Georgia-Vacant, Hawaii-Vacant, Idaho-Valdasue Steele, Illinois-Jim Schmidt, Indiana-Stacy 

Smith, Iowa-Eldon Everhart and Barb Osborn, Kansas-Vacant, Kentucky-Vacant, Louisiana-Tom Koske, 

Maine-Frank S. Wertheim, Maryland-Mike Ensor and Ike Williams, Massachusetts-Vacant, Michigan-Dixie 

Sandborn, Minnesota-Vacant, Mississippi-Dr. David H. Nagel, Missouri-David Trinklein, Montana -Vacant, 

Nebraska-Anne Streich and Mike Rethwisch, Nevada-Vacant, New Hampshire-Dorothy Perkins, New Jersey-

Margaret Mahoney-McKee, New Mexico-Dr. Frank Hodnett, New York-Susan Beebe, North Carolina-Liz 

Driscoll, North Dakota-Vacant, Ohio-Rich Wozniak,  Oklahoma-Arnold Bourne, Oregon-Virginia Bourdeau, 

Pennsylvania-Carole S. Carney, Puerto Rico-Sally Gonzalez, Rhode Island-R. K. Polomski, South Dakota-

Marilyn Rasmussen and Rhoda Burrows, Tennessee-Tim Hcks, Texas-Vacant, Utah-Vacant, Vermont-

Leonard P. Perry, Virginia-Alan R. McDaniel, Washington-Russell T. Weston, West Virginia-Robert L. Allen 

II, John Jett and Jean Woloshuk, Wisconsin-Byron Hacker, Wyoming-Vacant 

 

PROJECT CHAIRMEN  

 
ACHIEVEMENT AND LEADERSHIP RECOGNITION  

Dan Tennessen, 12142 Lowill Lane, Crestwood, MO 63126 

 
ANNUAL CONVENTION  

(Planned cooperatively by NJHA-NJHF leaders and Host State Committee-See newsletters or contact 

Executive Secretary for information.) 

 
DEMONSTRATION CONTEST  

David Robson, University of Illinois Extension, Springfield Center, PO Box 8199, Springfield, IL 62791 

 

PROJECT CHAIRM EN (CONTINUED)  

 
DIGITAL CONTEST  

Susan Beebe, Cornell Coop Ext., 50 W. High St., Ballston Spa, NY 12020-1992 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS PROJECT  

Eric Frase, 26263 Daffin Rd., Easton, MD 21601 

 

EXPERIMENTAL HORTICULTUR PROJECT  

Eric Frase, 26263 Daffin Rd., Easton, MD 21601 

 

HORTICULTURE CONNECTIONS  

Michael Rethwisch, 451 N 5
th
 St., David City, NE 68632-1666 

 

HORTICULTURE ESSAY CONTEST  

 

HORTICULTURE ID/JUD GING CONTEST 

Greg Stack, 11855 Archer Avenue, Lemont, IL 60439 

 

PHOTO EXHIBITION  

Susan Beebe, Cornell Coop Ext., 50 W. High St., Ballston Spa, NY 12020-1992 

 

POSTER CONTEST 

Debbie Gegare, 430 E. Saint Mary St., Milton, WI 53563 

 

PRODUCTION PROJECT 
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Michael Rethwisch,  451 N 5
th

 St., David City, NE 68632-1666 

 

SPEECH CONTESTS 

Shirley Butt, 7712 W. Mineral Point Rd., Janesville, WI 53545 

 

STATE DISPLAY  

Alumni Assoc. ïPresident 

 

STATE SPIRIT  

NJHA Officer Team 

 

YOUNG AMERICA HORTICULTURE PROJECTS  

Carol  Norden, 4001 E. Carya Dr., Wake County Center, NC Coop Ext. Service, Raleigh, NC 27610-2914 

 

COMMITTEE LEADERS  
 

AWARD S 

Amy M. Greenamyer, 6508 N. Neva Apt 2, Chicago, IL 60631 

CONVENTION SITE  

 

PARENT SUPPORT 

NJHA Officer Team Parents 

 

HISTORIAN  

Wib Justi, 384 Colonial Ave., Worthington, OH 43085 

 

CO HISTORIAN  

Carole S. Carney, 15 Railroad Ave., Homer City, PA 15748 

 

 

NJHA ALUMNI OFFICERS  

Brian Stark,  2511 N 88
th

 St., Lincoln, NE 68507 -   President 

Eric Frase, 26263 Daffin Rd., Easton, MD 21601 ï Vice President 

Eileen Boyle, 210 Filbert Ave., Wilmington, DE 19805 ï Secretary 

Dan Smith, 1775 S 8000 E, Angola, IN 46703 ï Treasurer 

 

NJHA Photographer 

William Wilder ï 4 Linda Lane, Columbia City, IN 46725-1006 

 

NJHF FOUNDATION OFFICERS  

 
CO CHAIRMEN      VICE CHAIRMAN  

Les  Smith and Margaret Smith    Brian Stark  

3233 M-140      2511 N 88
th

 St., 

Niles, MI 49120      Lincoln, NE 68507 

 

SECRETARY      TREASURER 

Susan Beebe      Jack B. Leaver 

50 W. High St.,      1855 Hess Lake Dr., 

Ballston Spa, NY 12020     Newaygo, MI 49337 

 

ASSISTANT TREASURER/ 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY  

Carole S. Carney 

15 Railroad Ave., 
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Homer City, PA 15748 

 

IN LOVI NG MEMORY OF THOSE WHO 

HAVE SERVED NJVGA/NJHA  
Cassius Armstrong    Illinois     

Pauline Armstrong    Illinois  

Doroty L. Berken    Wisconsin 

Howard Brown    Ohio 

Dennis Butt     Wisconsin 

Jack Carney     Pennsylvania 

Ben Cummings    Connecticut 

Frances Darner     Maryland  

Roscoe Frazer    Indiana 

Clare Harnden    Michigan 

Bob & Jean Hawley    Massachusetts 

Harry Hearn      Maryland  

Margaret Herbst    New York 

Paul Kelly     Maryland  

William R. Laechelt    Illinois  

Charles Mahoney    DC 

Alice Marvin      Maryland  

George Marvin    Maryland  

Rebecca Muesing    Indiana 

Robert Muesing    Indiana 

Clara Oberg     Minnesota 

Earle Parsons     Massachusetts 

 Anabel M. Peck    Michigan 

 Louise Mullen Phelps   New York 

 A. M. Porter      Connecticut 

John Porter     New York 

Ar thur Pratt      New York 

Terrace Pratt     New York 

Grant Snyder     Massachusetts 

  Ruth Snyder     Massachusetts 

  Owen Trask     Connecticut 

Dennis Waldman    Ohio 

Doris White     New Jersey 
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OVER THE YEARS WITH 

NJVGA/NJHA  
1935 ï 2009 

 

 

1937 
 

 
 

Arthur Pratt, New York; Grant Snyder, Massachusetts; Mr. Dyer, New York; and Owen Trask of 

Connecticut planning the 1937 Convention to be held in New York City, New York. 
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1937 
 

 
H. D. Brown, Secretary of the Vegetable Growers Association of America.  Mr. Brown was 

instrumental in the planning of the original project in the National Junior Vegetable 

Growers Association in 1937. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


